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Abstract:

The study aims to determine the relationship between moral
identity and empathy. The study sample consisted of (279) young adult
women in their early adulthood (Mage= 21.37; SD= 1.121). Data were
collected using the ‘Self-Importance of Moral Identify Scale’ Aquino
and Reed (2002), and the ‘Emotional Empathy Scale’ Caruso and
Mayer, translated by Kafafi and Eldawash (2006). According to the
analyses, a significantly positive relationship was found between the
overall scores of the ‘Moral Identity’ and between the overall scores of
‘empathy’ (including its sub-scales: suffering, positive sharing,
responsive crying, emotional attention, feel for others, and emotional
contagion). Likewise, a significantly positive relationship was found
between the two dimensions of moral identity (Internalization and
Symbolization) and between the sub-scales of empathy with the
exception of the sub-scales of responsive crying and emotional
attention, where the relationship was not significant with respect to the
symbolization dimension. Findings indicate that empathy can predict
moral identity (f= 0.425).

Keywords: Moral Identity, The Self- Importance of Moral Identity,
Empathy.



