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Activate the Role of ecology in Planning and Design of
Public Urban Spaces
Historic Practice of the Medieval Ages in “Cairo City”
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Abstract:

Open spaces have accompanied human life since the beginning of his home preparation, these
varied spaces allow people to gather, rest, celebrate and trade, and other to worship ....,Etc. and
became very essential with the increasing of life pressures, thus the growth of cities became
associated with created open spaces, to be the place that meet its users physical and moral needs. The
importance of these spaces has been increased recently within cities, due to the negative impact of the
urbanization processes on both natural and urban environment, (as an inevitable consequence of the
increase of people numbers and their needs), and cause these spaces are the most appropriate area for
presents the nature within cities (compensation for the damage that Nature was exposed), also the
lack of opportunities for cities residents to be part of outside urban nature, hence there is a need to
respect the natural ecosystem and integrate it into urbanism, in the light of environmental sciences,
planning and urban design fields, as well as landscape design and its applications in cities planning
processes, with emphasis to integrate natural environment with human activities and needs, without
damage it. By reviewing cities planning history, which could found that there are urban spaces that
respect the natural ecosystem, and show a kind of balance between both urbanism and environment,
which was one of the reasons for studying these cities urban spaces, especially in "Cairo™ (through
the period of the Mamluk era), Which at that time had an identity and compatible with nature -
without damaging it - providing opportunities for its residents to use it and meet their needs through
it. That led to a city relative improvement for both urban and natural environments.
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