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Abstract

This research spots the light on the children burials in ancient Egyps, The researcher investigates the common
reasons of the children death. The highest death rate of all wasfirstifew days, rather less when averaged over a
month and still lower for the first year. Usually the dead children wexsetivho were weak or sick or had congenital
defects and deformities. The death can be caused also by discaedinfatits. It seems that the percentage of children
burials increased during the GeaeRoman period. The researcher discusses also the different types mdrcbildials
appeared throughout the periods of ancient Egypt, either that of #msirafr the children. The burial could be done in
cemeteries after being placed inside pottery jars, coffins, baskets, &s. lfathers were buried under the floor of the
houses. In the Graeco-Roman period, evidences proved that theerchildre also cremated. As for the procedures
taken for taking care of the children corpses till they reach theiregralvseems that they were treated such as the
adults.
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The causes of children death in ancient Egypt

The ancient Egyptians took care of their children. The family was v&gp bn providing the child with his needs:
food, play, education. The ancient Egyptians were encouraged to have ashitdmn as they can. Some families
were very proudo have 10 or 15 children. This is normal in the Egyptian agri@llsmciety, where more children
mean more participants in the labour markets that could help the faenihomically. There are many scenes that show
the children helping their families in the field work. Other reasondearlated to the religious concepts in which the
happiness of the netherworld depends on the child that will execute tharfuniémals for his fathet.This habit
continued in the Graeco-Roman period. Therefore, it is normal to fintcegase in the death-rate among the children.
This can be confirmed by the census that reached us from the Remaa from the Fayoum region, Oxyrhynchite
nome and Ptolemias that refer to relatively large numbers of childrerosh mouseholds and significant age gaps
between them. The large gaps between ages could be the result of itdhen e¥ho had died.

Therefore, the parents were very keen on ensuring the survival obtfsgiring, and many sought magical
prectices to guarantee their children’s safety. Amulets used to be worn by the children to destroy or ward off dangerous
spirits. Spoken magic was also recited at the crucial moments. Therspediseto protect the newly born from being
stolen by demons in the nighEven the foetus was considered a living being, and protection for tieenuwas an
important requirement. Therefore, protection was asked from the gotie twomen during their pregnancy and
childbirth* This can be confirmed by the hymns mentioned in the Papyrsiafhere we can read‘Don’t say: I'm
too young for you revises me. You don’t know (the time of) your death. Death comes, it dominates the child who is in
the bosom of his mother, as one who made old”®

The death-rate was highest of all in the first few days, rather lessavieeaged over a month and still lower
for the first year. Statistics estimate that 20% ofitfeborns die during the first year of life and 30 % of them didn’t
survive the first five yearsUsually the dead children were those who were weak or sick or hadnitahglefects and
deformities. The researches that were done on the children skeletons, dentisswze®l indicated evidences of
congenital conditions (i.e: Spina bifida occulta, Anencephaly, Osteogenesis eatpgrfPorotic hyperostosis,
nonspecific infection, dental pathology, Cancer and tralma.

The researcher notices also that the children above one year died more frequihetlzraeco-Roman era
than in the Pharaonic period. The reason could be related to the changedatuhe state; during the Pharaonic
period the economical and the medical status was secured, while in the Goaeaon-Period, the country passed
through many revolutions and wars that affected the statug @btimtry and led to poverty. As long as the children of
than age were no more breast-fed, the poverty could affect the abitlty damily to secure enough food for their
children. This of course led to the increase in the death-rate childeen. This can be confirmed by the team that
worked in examining the cemetery of Abu Sir who discovered thatrehildf three to four years died more frequently
than younger ones. Moreover, the researches that were done on the chil@dsrabifellis 2 (Dakhla) proved that 70
% of the children suffered from porotic hyperostosis that was causeléflziency anaemif.Some scholars wrote



about the infanticide in ancient Egypt during the Graeco-Roman period, drasetbtter of a man named Hilarion to
his wife Alice, dates back to thé' tenturyBC (reign of Augustus):

“Know that I am still in Alexandria.... I ask and beg you to take good care of our baby son, and as soon as I received
payment | shall send it up to you. If you are delivered (before | dome), if it is a boy keep it, if a girl, cast it out.”®
Edv molAé morddv trne, Edv v dpoevov dpeg, Eav v Oijiso éxfaie. ™

The scholars interpreted this wofdfale as an evidence to the practice of infanticide in ancient Egypt.
However, the word “éxflale” couldn’t mean kill but expose or discard. During the discarding, the infant could be
exposed to death, or could be rescued by a family that would adoptrhiaised up to be a slave. Discarding the
children was not practiced by the Egyptians during the Pharaonic periodvEIowlhis practice was common in
Greece;Posidippus (a Greek poet) wrote about the Greece community saying: “Everyone, even a poor man, raises a
son; everyone, even a rich man exposes a daughter”.** The Greek community didn’t prefer the female gender; therefore
they used to expose their female offspring.

It seems that this practice entered Egypt by the Greeks during the @Raemm period. This can be
confirmed by the documents such as the contracts made for the sitgnaf foundlings (originally the discarded
infants) date back to the first Augustan peribdnvestigating these documents revealed that all of them came from
cities inhabited by the Greeks (Alexandria, Oxyrnchus, Arsinoite noksdpr the reason of the discarding, it could be
related to the bad economic status. In this case they chose the dexmatebe discardeld. The census that reached us
from the Ptolemaic and the Roman periods revealed extreme gendgdarno®in the Greek families where males
greatly predominate over femaf¥ésThis imbalance could be due to the exposure of females. Moreover, thé @nd
marriage could also be a reason. In a papyrus from Alexandrigntury BC, a pregnant woman whose marriage was
annulled granted permission to expose her Balys notable also that all the discarding documents date back to the
Ptolemaic era and the first two centuries of the Roman rule. Later on, megitibaimfant exposure disappeared. This
could be due to the Roman law that prohibited the act of the expéusever, when this practice entered the land of
Egypt it was considered unethically. There is an inscription dated back 18 teatury BC mentioned a law from the
city of Ptolemais (a Greek city established by Ptolemy I). The lavadded a period of purification before entering a
temple Zféer suffering personal misfortune, or after sexual intercouesgstmmation, child-birth, abortion, or child
exposure.

“Men who enter into the (sanctuary) must wait to be pure in accordance with the following:
............................. , and if she exposes (the child), fourteen.

The researcher wants to emphasize here that the native Egyptians didn’t practice the discarding during the
Graeco-Roman period, as this practice continued to be adopted by digndos. This can be emphasized by the
commentaries of Diodorus Sicilus who visited Egypt nearly at the samee(f' century BC). These commentaries
emphasized that the Egyptians was very keen on taking care othiidnen and never discard them as it used to be
happened in Greece. The census that revealed the gender imbalance in kHfar@lies (mentioned before) revealed
also a gender balance in the villages predominantly inhabited by natisidfg. In the archive of Dryton and
Apollonia that contains papyri date back to 176-175 BC, and camme thie city of Pathyris (Gebelein, Thebes) the
researcher found that Dryton (the Greek man) married an Egyptian watheesh Senmothis (Apollonia). In one of the
papyri, we knew that Apollonia got five daughters from Dryton, aegl there all kept and were raised which follows
the Egyptian custom of no infant discarding regardless of money degen

Thechildren burial in ancient Egypt:

Ironically, the oldest human grave so far discovered in Egypt isoftatchild. The grave was discovered in 1994 at
Taramsa Hill (near Qena in Upper Egypt, located near the modern site ahfile & Hathor at Dendara). It contained
the skeleton of a child between 8 and 10 years, buried about 5609 ago (Middle Paleolithic age). The child
found sitting against the wall of a shallow pit, its face skyward, lelisdoup, left arm on its hip and right arm behind
its back (PI. 1}/

The pre-dynastic period provided us with cemeteries intended for theechilthis was found at Adaima (8
km south of Esna) precisely the eastern cemetery that containa\@® gfhe southern part of this cemetery contained
only children’s graves dating to the Naqada period (4™ millennium BC)*® The percentage of the children graves in this
cemetery is 87 %. Most of the dead children varied in age from six mm® years? However, most of the burials
belonged to children from 0 to 4 years. The children were either placedténypars (pl. 2) or buried in pits (PI. 3-4).
They were buried in a crouching positidnt seems that the child mortality here related to a tuberculosis epitfemic.
Pre-dynastic children burials%4millennium BC) were found at Rigga (site between Lisht and MeduEf-Bayoum)
in an area called Gerzeh where 51 burials of infants and children were donong a total of 249 intact buri&fs12
children burial among 43 tombs were found at EI-Omari cemetery thabdeleto 5000-3800 B&. The children in
the pre-dynastic period were either placed inside pottery jars or inside cdffiasresearcher classifies the way of
burial into two main categories depending on the age of the deadashtltk researcher notices a difference in the way
of burial between the infants and the children.



Infant burials

It seems that the foetuses (aged from pregnancy period till birth) famdsirfaged from around birth to the first year of
life) used to be buried after being placed in clay vessels, decoratedemouated. These jars were common domestic,
not originally created for a funerary purpose. They could beaaeadrmarks which may have indicated the name of
the child’s family and not the infant name. It seems that the new-born weren’t named by their family as the probability

of his death was high. This can be confirmed by the commerttanystote (4" century BC):“the majority of deaths in

infancy occur before the child is a week old, hence it is customary to nantélthat ¢hat age, for a belief that it has

now a better chance of survival”.** sometimes the infant was buried in round or oval baskets. These baskets could be
re-used or fish baskets, simply tied at the two ends. Others were boriezkés and chests, either re-used ones or
designed specifically for the funerary context. Scarcely, we foundhttnfauried in coffins, because this type is
expensive” It seems that the different types of burials depended on the wealthfafify.

The infant burials in pottery vases were known in Egypt sinc@rteelynastic period, as this type of burial
was common for the adults as well as childfeat that time the infants were buried within the settlements. @drisbe
found at the V millennium settlements of el-Omari and Merimde Beni-Safamgh Cairo). In IV millennium, in
Upper and Lower Egypt infants were buried in settlements sometimpst$ at Badari and Ballas, Adaima and
Maadi?’ At Maadi, 55 infants were found buried inside the settlement. However, thecteeaants to point out that
burying inside the settlements were not limited for infants as adtalts found buried there t60Thus the researcher
can assume that this practice was a common habit at that time.

The Old Kingdom provided us with four infants found inside Amphorae in thetaiza of Ima-Pepi at the
village of Balat in the Dakhla Oasis (cemetery of Qila El-Daba) (PI. 5). Thosesnene probably members of the
family of that officer. This explains the reason of finding themmied in his mastabd.Two infants buried in amphora
(b5, b17) were found at the same village of Balat, but near the area of the governor’s palace (Ain Aseel). They date
back to the end of the Old Kingdom or the beginning of thiatermediate periot’

Such burials were also found at Abydos and date back to thnfesnediate period Middle kingdom. The
burials were found in pots or shallow pits in disused room®w$ds or under the house floors (PI. 6). The houses were
equally of the elite and poorer levels of Sociétetrie found wooden boxes buried beneath the floors of matmg of
houses in the village that he found at Lahun (Fayoum) and datesobdekMiddle kingdom. When opened, they were
found to contain the skeletons of infants, sometimes two or theebadx, and aged only a few months at death. At Tell
el-Dabaa (22ncient Avaris, eastern Delta) jar burials of babies have been fohedattiement located next to walls and
in corners”.

The New kingdom provided us with a cemetery where the infant burials cover neafly 88 infant burials
out of 28 burials); it is the eastern cemetery at Deir EI-Madineh (PThfg.region was a mass of small pits, circular,
square, or rectangular cut 40-90 cm deep into the rock without &gyah or external masonry. Infants, neonates,
foetuses were found buried in amphorae, baskets or boxes. The hold#lecrith sand, pebbles, and a few large
stones to cover them and prevent hyenas and jackals from disturbibgrifils® For example, burial DX1 was a
basket burial containing an infant body wrapped in linen, above whiclplaeesd a decorated pot containing vegetable
matter. To the north of the basket was another vessel with resin inside eng with a black rim. Burial DX2
contained another basket with the body of an infant wrapped inbimewithout grave goods. Burial DX3 was unusual
as it contained two wooden boxes with two statues and grave gduslsould indicate the burial of a twifi.

Some infant boxes from Deir El-Madineh were found buried undeséhdloors within the settlement
enclosure, namely under the house walls of SE VI, in the soutterwesrner of the village, and in the north-eastern
sector of the settlemerit.Other sites of approximately the same period reveal a high degiefardf mortality at the
northern cemetery of Gurob (El-Fayoum), Matmar and MostageddaAsgat). The researches calculate 50 % of the
276 graves at Gurob, 48 % of the 233 at Matmar, and 42 % of therialskat Mostagedda contained the burials of
infants®® Infant burials within pottery jars were found in the New Kingdom eteny of Kom El-Hisri’ The same
buriS%Is were found in the necropolis of Saft el-Henneh, whosesgmates back from the “L8lynasty till the Roman
era:

Two female infants were found buried inside the tomb of Tutankhamthe soealled “Treasury room” (Pl.

8). The age of the first is nearly four months. The arms waceg alongside the body. It seems that there is no process
of evisceration. The age of the second infant is about sevenhbmedgnths. The body here had been eviscerated. The
two infants were placed in a double wooden coffin inside an anthrgao@bphagus. Those infants could be the
children of the royal couple Tutankhamun and Ankhesenamun. Tl ¥xaminations occurred in 1979, revealed
skeletal anomalies; scoliosis, spina bifida, and Sprengel’s deformity of the scapula that could be the reason of death.>®

The New discovery occurred in 2014 in the Valley of the Kings leytéam of the University of Basel,
revealed Tomb KV40 that dates back to the reign of Tuthmosis IVp#aap that this tomb served as burial place for
people of the royal family, for both children and adult. Several newsbaate found mummifiedf. Similar burials
were found in tomb KV 44



The excavations occurred inside the tomb of Sennefer (tomb 1159) iwedtern cemetery of Deir El-
Madinah, revealed the burying of an infant inside a box after beiagped??> The tomb of Sennedjem also at Deir
El—Madineh (18' dynasty) revealed 20 bodies in addition to the tomb owner antiidsen. Among these bodies are
three infants who were identified as members of the next genefatiseems that the case of the infants here and that
of Tutankhamun’s tomb, are the only one found buried inside the tomb of their families. As long as the workmen
Sennefer was thought to be a contemporary to Tutankhamun, the researclasume that during the reign of this
king, a new custom appeared which is considering the infant asdoeiinglividual and treating his body as that of an
adult who is preferred to be buried in the tomb of his parents tathlentage of the tomb scenes that would help him
in crossing to the Neither world. It seems that this concept continusgeptar later in the New Kingdom such as the
case of the tomb of Sennedjem at Deir EI-Madineh.

In 1992, an archaeological mission found an amphora in the sedtibie funerary complexes of the royal
wives of Pepi |, precisely near the entrance of the complex of doepeki / Inti. The amphora contained a skeleton of
an infant of nearly six months, and inscribed with threeatieninscriptions. The Amphora dates back to Beesian
period.**

As for the Graeco-Roman period, 81 Infant burials were found in the cemetery of Gabbari at Alexandria. 13
burials date back to the Hellenistic period while the rest (68 burials) date btk ltate Roman period. The infants
were buried inside amphora and either buried in simple pits or insidecile Sometimes two infants were found
buried in the same Amphora; other times an infant and a child. lfagtisase the child was placed first followed by
the infant. The researches made on such burials suggest contemporarytheriafant could also be just buried in the
ground. A mummified infant was found buried in one of theevgs revealed in the cemetery (PI. 9). One of the graves
revealed the burial of an adult accompanied by an infant in the sanee(gtal0).*® Infant burials were found in the
two cemeteries of Kellis (Ismant el-Kharab) at Dakhla Oasis that date t&'thd™century AD (P1.11). Intramural
burials within the settlements of the city were also found. Antbagyraves of Kellis 1 only 10 % belonged to infants.
Among the 137 graves of Kellis 2, 67 % belonged to infants andstesffuSome of those infants were placed next to
the legs of female adults in the same graves or in their own dfaS8eme of the graves here were covered with a mud-
brick mastaba superstructure.

Excavations of the settlement at Qasr Ibrim produced several intraimfara! burials, most recently under the
floors of a fourth-century AD building®

In the modern age, in the village of Tebtunis (Fayoum), precisely in the area of thartiijne and the Arabic village,
around 100 tombs were found date back to the 8" century AD. Most of these tombs intended for newborns and
children. the newborns were wrapped in a piece of cloth and were buetlydin the sand or placed in Amphorae;
while other children were lying on a stretcher made of stems of palraridafirapped in a shroud or a mat. Few were
placed in coffind® It seems here that the inhabitants of this modern village adopteddthedition in burying the
children.

After displaying all infant burials found starting from the pre-dyitaera till the Graeco-Roman period, the
researcher notices that all of the infant burials that date back the Pharaamicvpene found inside cemeteries, except
for the cases of the intramural pre-dynastic burials)ntermediate - Middle kingdom burials at Lahun, Abydos,
Avaris, the 18 dynasty burials at Deir EI-Medineh, and the burials of Kellis and &gt from the Roman era. Here
rises a question: was the intramural burial a habit adopted by the Egypflidnesfesearcher refuses this probability.
Although the intramural burial in ancient Egypt can be traced backet&"th- 4" millennium BC; there are infant
burials in cemeteries date back to the same previous period such asAtthaihed, and Rigga. Thus, it seems that in the
same period, some buried their infants within the settlements agxd dtlvied them in graves inside the cemeteries.

It’s worth mentioning that the intramural burials were first appeared in Greece duringrtimze Age. This
practise represents the desire for the soul of the child to return toothernmn the form of another child. Later, this
custom spread in the Near East, as it appeared in Syria during"thiltEhinium BC. Through the late"Bmillennium
right down to the T millennium BC, burial within settlement beneath house floors, useélipfants and children
appears to be a rule in Mesopotamia and the Near easterrnciiédences proved that Egypt during the pre-dynastic
period witnessed migrations from the Near Eastern, Mesopotamian anderkéactan people. The Neolithic
settlements that covered Egypt proved this migration. Around 350@I@@ trade contacts existed between south
Canaan and the Egyptian culture, followed by settlements of these people in each other’s cultural area.”* Thus, the
researcher assumes that the intramural burials that appeared in the gsticdygypt belonged to the foreigners that
inhabited Egypt and not the Egyptians.

The same can be applied to the burials of Avaris, as it was the capital ldfkbos who came from the Near
Eastern cities. In this city, Asiatic workers were involved in the Housefdidre was also a presence of foreign
residents in the pyramid workmen’s town of Lahun. Legal papyri and temple lists show that Asiatics were employed at
building works in the temples and in domestic service. It’s also possible that a group of Minoan workmen (from Crete)
may have been employed on the construction of the Lahun pymmedgaged in producing goods for the royal
funerary treasures. Other workers may have come from Cyprus enedresponsible for the presence of the foreign



ware found in the city. Thus, the immigrants at Lahun were eitades who decided to stay and settle, or artisans
whose skills were welcomed, or those who brought to Egypt as prisafness.

The same thing could be applied also on the workmen village at Deir El-NMadnobolars proved that the
prominent part of the population included foreigners from MycenaRersia:’ There were also Evidences on the
existence of foreigners at Abydos; as some Cretan pottery manufaesifewnd ther&® The researcher here assumes
that the dead children buried under fth&use’s floor in Egypt were offspring of the Greeks who lived in these
settlements.

Astonishing is not finding these intramural burials in Egypirduthe Ptolemaic period precisely in the cities
inhabited by the Greeks such as Alexandria, Naucratis, Ptolemais, El-Fayoetiasphat this practice was very
common in Greece at that time (starting from the late classical till the late Hellenistit¥ &abably the
archaeological evidences will prove this practice one day. This habit re-appetrectvidences that date back to the
Roman era, this could be due to the spread of this habit in the whoknRaanld.

Child burial

As for the child (aged from one to 14 years of ayéle used to be buried in graves either directly in the sand or inside
coffins. Rarely do we find children placed inside pottery containese¢c®mund in the children burials in the cemetery
of Gabbari at Alexandria); as this habit appeared in the Roman era and excehdddate Roman period.

The number of the graves that carried the bodies of the young chigdea during the Pharaonic period. For
example, in the 3i— 2" dynasty cemetery at Abydos, children account for only one grasevien. The excavation
occurred in the cemetery of Teti at Saqqara (Old Kingdom) revealed only 1&nHilgrials out of a total 106 burials.
Some of these children were found buried in the same grave ofribtiers:’ Ten child burials were recorded in the
whole Middle kingdom cemeteries of Haraga (at the edge of the western deséneraarance to the Fayoum) out of
nearly 230 burials (P112).® Few child burials were found in the Middle Kingdom cemetery at Abyt&sve
Children graves were found near the governor’s palace in the village of Balat— Dakhla Oasis (Ain Aseel). The burials
date back to the end of the New kingdom or the beginning ofthetdrmediate perio®’ Five children (1-7 years)
graves out of 18 were found at Qaret al-Toub at Baharyia Oasis, andadrt® Ithe third intermediate periddThere
is also the cemetery of Qars Allam at Bahariya Oasis (Late or Ptolemaic pehiedd nearly most of the tombs
belonged to children who were buried accompanied with dogs, a habit thaever been witnessed in other sftes.
The excavation that was carried out by the Louvre museum at Saqqara reveaeidtdnce of a Late-period cemetery
just south-east of the Complex of king Djoser, in the area thaiusded the mastaba of Akhenhetep. 22 graves were
found, 9 of them belonged to children. The children here were mumnaifigghlaced in anthropoid coffifi$ During
the late period, a chamber inside the funerary complex of Pepy-ankle, sitth of Saggara was reused as a funerary
chamber where a child 24 years) was found buried in pit (No. 1181). The child couldibé because of meningitis
or Scorbuf® There is also the cemetery of Qasr Allam at Bahariya Oasis where nearlgfrifestombs belonged to
children. the tombs here date back from the Late period till the Romé&n era.

It seems that the percentage of children burials increased durigrdeeo-Roman period; at the secondary
cemetery of Abusir (Late to Ptolemaic Periods) the proportion is 50 perAtetihe Wadi Qitna burial site in Nubia
(3rd to 5th centuries AD) 43 per cent of all mounds were foud\er the remains of young children. At the cemetery
of Gabbari at Alexandria, children burials covered 41% of the total 6didlduevealed (apart from the 81 infant
burials mentioned befor&j.The cemetery of Kellis 2 (now Ismant El-Kharab) at Dakhla Oasis (Late Rerearly
Christian period) has revealed the exceptionally well-preserved rem&i®35 individuals, approximately 61% of
which represent the remains of infants and children.

It’s worth mentioning also that the children in the Greco-Roman Egypt were not oualydfburied inside their
coffins in a grave, as some of them were found buried inside thagliL&xamples can be seen in the excavations
carried in the Tombs at Marina El-Alamein where children burials in Leare found (PIL3).%” The same appeared in
the burials of the cemetery of El-Gabbari, west of Alexandria that dategrbatkhe 3’ century BC till the 7 century
AD; where children were found buried inside the underground loculil@®l.and vaults. Among the 251 children
burials that were found in this cemetery, only 23 belonged to the ktiteperiod while the rest date back to the
Roman era (precisely the late period). The Children in these tombsitfere buried in coffins, in Amphorae (Pl. 15)
(the maximum age for a child to be placed in an amphora is 15 s)pnthinside sarcophagi. They were also either
buried alone or accompanied by adults in the same $mb.

Preparing the dead child

It seems that the children were lamented in the same way of the adultgamhi® confirmed by the speech of
Thothrekh, son of Petosiris'{4entury BC):

Who hears my speech, his heart will grieve for it,
For | am a small child snatched by force,
Abridged in years as an innocent one,



Snatched quickly as a little one,

Like a man carried off by sleep.

| was a youngster of /// years,

When taken to the city of eternity,

To the abode of the perfect souls;

| therefore reached the Lord of Gods,
Without having had my share.

| was rich in friends,

All the men of my town,

Not one of them could protect me!

All the town's people, men and women,
Lamented very greatly,

Because they saw what happened to me,
For they esteemed me much.

All my friends mourned for me,

Father and Mother implored Death;

My brothers, they were heaii+knee,
Since | reached this land of deprivatith.

No evidences revealed the attention paid to the funeral of the children excéptefoepresentation of a
child’s funeral found engraved on the wall of the royal tomb at Tell El-Amarna (18' dynasty) (PI.16) , where we can
see the royal couple Akhenaten and Nefertiti laments their dead daughttatdalkvho probably died at the age of 14.
In this scene we can find the royal couple gathered in front oftttee of the dead daughter that stands on a dais,
followed by group of men and women lament the dead daughtére bomb itself there are fragments of a sarcophagus
with small dimensions that confirms the dead of the young psn€&Shere is also the funerary steifia child called
Merysekhmet (18 dyn.) and preserved in the British Museum (Inv. 1853,082ZHe stela represents a child on the
lap of her mother accompanied by a text dedicated to the memory of lth¢RiHi7) ™

As for treating the corpse itself, Rich families had their little ones endzhlCases can be seen in the mummy
of prince Sipaari, who died at the age of 5. His mummy was fourdkiaswooden anthropoid coffin discovered in the
Cacebhtte of Deir el-Bahari. The exterior part of the coffin inscribed witmame of the prince (PI. 18).

Astonishing is to find mummies of infants despite of their fragildybdrhis can be noticed in the two
mummies found at Tutankhamun’s Tomb where the examination emphasized the evisceration process on one of the
mummies. It seems that the body of the other infant was very fragile tviscerated. There is also another infant
mummy was examined by the Manchester Museum team (No. 3@86nummy dates back to the™@ynasty (New
Kingdom) and was found at Gurob. The examination revealed thatféim was just less than three months of age. He
is in fair state of preservation apart from the disruption of head, ardkypper Thorax. The arms were extended with
hands pronated over iliac fossae. Infant was wrapped in opague mateaatiages within reeds.

According to the examinations that occurred on the children mummiegntssthat the mummification was
made in the same way of the adult. The examination occurred on threenciniichies found at Hawara, preserved in
the Manchester museum and date back to the Roman period (No. 93991 289) revealed that the children average
age is from two to three years. The arms are extended and promatethighs. No trace of incision found on the
abdomen which reveals that the viscera were not extracted in the usu@mgne third mummy there is evidence of
extracting carnial contents through the left no&fri\nother examination was done on a child mummy preserved in the
Pennsylvania University Museum (PUM 1V) revealed an evisceration pdodribe brain had not been removed. The
child’s age was estimated to be eight years, and date back to the 1° century AD’* The mummies were then wrapped in
linen, covered with a layer of plaster and decorated with polychromesmotif

Bodies of poor children were protected only by linen wrappingsabm4{frond mats. The child’s body used
also to be adorned with pearl, coral or shell necklaces, rings, braceletshanétee The body was then buried in pits
either in a fetal position or the semi-fetal position: on his back, legsdnd arms extended or simply the body was
extended. The graves of the children found in the Kellis 2 cemetBrgkéla Oasis, revealed that the bodies are placed
on their back in the grave with the head to the west and feet to tharghsvith the arms to the sides or over the pelvic
region. The remains are typically wrapped in linen shrouds andoarel by linen cords. At times, a coarse gravel of
red clay was placed beneath the body, a practice that appears to be ewatenpin juvenile than in adult buridfs.
Sometimes the child was placed firstly inside an amphorae, this casareghpnostly in the burial of infants. Other
times, the child was placed inside a coffin. Using the coffinshildren burial started to appear in the IV millennium
BC and continued to be used along the ancient Egyptian history. Gmelstsaskets are also used in preserving the
child corpse.

During the Graeco-Roman era, burying the children was done isatime way that was used in the Pharaonic
period. However, we can see the Greek influence in the burial.elofthe children graves that was revealed in the



cemetery of Gabbari at Alexandria, a child of 4 years was found buriedae back to the Hellenistic period. A wall

of stucco was found in the grave painted with the Gorgon head, itit@obpf protection. Thus, the family here was
keen on protecting the child from the evil spirits and protect the gugaenst robbery. The child himself was

ornamented in the same way that the adult used to be ornament, asnaiagte that he used to wear a crown of a
garland. Another child was found accompanied by the coins of Chdronvill transfer the body across the river to the
Neither world’® The examinations that were done on the urns from Alexarelréaled the practice of the cremation
on the corpses of the childrdhseems that this habit was limited in use to the Greeks.

After preparing the child corpse it was placed inside pottery jars, as happeaasionally with the foetuses
and new-borns. None bears an inscription that inform about thétydehthe deceased. Some of these jars contained
only bloody towels or placenta. Sometimes these jars were decoragedhilthcorpse could also be placed in baskets
either new or reused. Sometimes when the body was larger than the adsietjs cut to let out feet(Pl. 19).Children
were found also buried inside reused boxes, rectangular with flat bottorm@mded on four legs, and with a lid
hinged on one side. They were sometimes painted inside and out in white, yellowk (PI. 20) Children were also
found placed inside wooden coffins which appeared in its simple stmapaso in its anthropoid shape. The grave used
to contain also funerary objects such as vessels that used to haltbfgoduch as dolls and sometimes furniture such
as stools.

Conclusion

- The death-rate of the children in ancient Egypt was high because ofitfiteer of children given birth by the
same mother.

- The highest death rate of all was in the first few days, rather less avieeaged over a month and still lower for
the first year. Therefore, the parents were very keen on protecting fispiired with magic charms and amulets.

- Usually the dead children were those who were weak or sick or had dahghiects and deformities as
confirmed through the pathological investigations that were carried oarttens of the children.

- The povery can also be a reason of death. It’s notable that during the Pharaonic period the economical and the
medical status was secured, while in the Graeco-Roman period, the cosseg gaough many revolutions and
wars that affected the status of the country and led to the poVérsyaffected the children that were no longer
breast-fed but need food. Therefore, the percentage of the chikliinid Greco-Roman Egypt is more than that
of the Pharaonic period.

- The death can be caused also by discarding the infants, a habit that tredesttl of Egypt during the Graeco-
Roman period. The reason of this practice was the bad economics sthth. This practice was limited to the
Greeks and Romans lived in Egypt. However, it was consideredicaiith

- The oldest grave found in Egypt was that of a child in the Taramsa hill.

- Excavations revealed cemeteries intended for the children burials, thelyeacentetery of Adaima (pre-dynastic
period), eastern cemetery of Deir EI-Madineh (New Kingdom), cemetétgliis 2 at Kharga (Roman period).

- The way of burying infants in ancient Egypt differs from that ofilch
- The infant used to be buried inside the graves after being placed insidg po#ecoffins, baskets, or boxes.

- The funeral containers that halek remains of the infants weren’t inscribed with the name of the infant but rather
his family. It seems that the newsin weren’t named by their family as the probability of his death was high.

- All the infant burials were found inside the cemeteries except of intedimfiant burials found at the pre-dynastic
burials, £ Intermediate - Middle kingdom burials at Lahun, Abydos, Avaris, tfedy®asty burials at Deir El-
Medineh, and the burials of Kellis and Qasr Ibrim from the RomanTédre researcher assumes that this practice
was done by the foreigners inhabited these places.

- All the infants were buried inside jars in their own tombs eithey there from the public or royals, except for
those infants found in the tomb of Tutankhamun, the tomBewvfnefer at Deir EI-Madineh, and the tomb of
Sennedjem at Deir EI-Madineh who were buried in the same tomb of #neitg. It seems that this custom was
new and appeared in the reign of Tutankhamun and continued till freyh@sty.

- The royal infants were mummified as long as it was possible depending siz¢tof the body.

- The researcher assumes that the infants who were found placed nextepstbé their mothers were probably
died with his mother during the childbirth.

- It seems that the habit of burying the infants inside amphora@éued to be adopted by some modern villagers,
as could be seen in the modern cemetery of Tebtunis, Fayoum.



The children above one year were used to be buried in graves eithéy dirélse sand or inside coffins. Rarely
do we find children placed inside pottery containers; this habit appeathd Roman era and exceeded in the
Late Roman period.

The number of the graves that carried the bodies of the youngerhikl few during the Pharaonic period. It
seems that the percentage of children burials increased during the Graran-period.

During the Graeco-Roman era, the children were buried inside Loculi.

No evidences revealed the attention paid to the children funeral except foetigedepicting the funeral of the
daughter of Akhenaten and the stela of Merysekhmet.

The rich people used to mummify their children and sometimes aldoféims; while the public wrapped their
children in linen and placed them directly in the grave.

The children were also cremated during the Greco-Roman period in tHedBies

The children grave used to be occupied by some funerary objects.

Pl. 1: Earliest child skeleton, Taramsa
Middle Paledlithic age, After: Van Peer P. et ali, 2010.

PL. 2: Child buried in pottery jar, Adaima Nagada period, After: E. CRUBEZY, 2005



Pl. 3: Child buried in pit, Adaima Nagada period, After: E. CRUBEZY, 2005.

PI. 4: Child buried in a coffin, Adaima
Nagada period, After: E. CRUBEZY, 2005.

PI.5 Pl.6
Infant burial ,the mastaba of | ma-Pepi intramural infant burial
Old Kingdom Abydos, 1% inter mediate — Middle Kingdom

After: Minault-Gout A., 1992. After: Adams M, 1992



Pl. 7: Deir el-Madineh infant cemetery
New Kingdom
After: Bruyere B.,1937

Pl. 8: Two Infant mummies, tomb of Tutankhamun, New Kingdom
After: Leek F.,“The human remains from the tomb of Tutankhamun”, Oxford, 1972, Pl. XXIII, XXIV)

Pl. 9: Mummified infant buried in Sector 1 in the cemetery of Gabbari, Alexandria
After: Nenna M-D., 2012.



=
>
=]
©

child

, Alexandria, Graeco-Roman era

After: Nenna M-D., 2012.

Pl. 10: Double burial of an adult and a child, gravein Sector II1,
cemetery of Gabbari
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Pl. 11
4.6 % Foetuses

30% infants

12 % children
After: Wheeler S. Et ali, 2013



Pl. 13

Pl. 12
Child buried in a wooden coffin, Harageh Child burial in Loculus, Marina
Middle Kingdom Graeco-Roman era
After: Daszewski W.A, Q05

After: Engelbach, 1923, Pl VI

PI. 15
Pl. 14 1 e -
wall with four loculi intended for children e e & Cebart
Gabbari cemetery, Alexandria 5" century AD
After: Nenna M-D., 2012

After: Nenna M-D., 2012.
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Pl. 16: Mourning of Akenaton’s daughter

New Kingdom
After: Gabolde M., 1998

Pl. 17

Child funerary stela, 18" dyn.
British Museum
After: Robins G., 1994-1995.

Pl. 18: Coffin of prince Sipaari, 18" dyn.,

After: Eliot-Smith G., 1912, PI. XIX



PI. 19
Examples of baskets used in burying children, cemetery of Deir el-M adineh,
After: B.Bruyere, “Rapport sur les fouilles de Deir el-M adineh, 1933-1934, le necropole de I’Ousest, FIFAO 14,
Caire, 1937, fig.3)

Pl. 20
Box used in burying child, cemetery of Deir
el-Madineh,
After: B.Bruyere, 1937, fig.4
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