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Introduction:

Speaking about peace and Armed Conflicts in the Middle East calls
us for eulogizing and standing to mourn the martyr Eqyptian president
"Sadat" who took the initiative in bringing about a practical peace to the
Middle East between Egypt and Israel. it was a true peace coming from
the bottom of the heart, mind,” and conscience. Satad brought about
October victory and the first peace initiative between the Arabs and Israel
Sadat has precedence over anyone in stopping bloodshed and respecting
human rights . In my genuine opinion, his Knesset address is equal tc an
international convention for protecting human rights. Mercy be upon Sadat
without whom | will not be able to be among you here in this great
scholarly conference. | may not be an exaggerator if | said that my
essential motive of choosing this research is my personal and sentimental
state of being impressed by the personality and charisma of the departed
martyr Sadat (President Sadist's Address To The Knesset., 1977)

The humble beginnings of peace and tourism can be traced dack 1o
early histéry when envoys were often sent to negotiate peace treaties.
develop trade, or spread religious beliefs In other paﬁs of thel world.
However, it was probably until 1986 when the International Institute of
Peace through Tourism (IIPT) was established that the relationship
between peace and tourism gained formal recognition globally. FDﬂIL.!ﬂd.Eff n
the United Nations International Year of Peace, the goal of HFIH was to
leverage on the tourism industry to bring peace to a world plagued D?ﬁ
terrorist activities, political strains, environmental degrading, and economic

disparities. (Xiangru Tang, Clara 2005 )

Thereafter, numerous peace and tourism movements, lnfﬁ;ﬂ?i;:ne
Globa] Peace Parks Project, Global Summit on Peace throug am"éd ai
and |IPT regional and global conferences. have been Olgth;travel
"alional, regional, and international levels. demonwat'mgrsally (IPT
'”dustry's cornmitr:nent to building a culture of peace unive

Globa| Conferences 2004).
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| Today, the close relationship between Deace
reinforced again due to the series of political c;r,:r'..-, N ”?ﬂd 10U,
and environmental instabilities in the last four yEF}FﬁJ}'\qa*:-I_-”;aI 0N,
gradually recovers from the 9-11 attack on Amencé n pr: 3V ingy e,
In 2002, SARS outbreak in 2003 Asia Tsunam ::}rsagm:':, ,fj_’"

R ALY - S

ongoing lraq war, the world has also come to apprecate the im ! the
Drlfldr

peace and tourism in our lives.
There is no doubt that the world now wants to achieve

peace based on the understanding among peoples anda PeMangy
aqquaintance among the citizens of different countries. In faet rp Jiraey
things became inevitable after possessing modern ('jea;'l.l“hﬁsn e
weapons that threatened the existence of the humanity itself Nr’:ﬂ o~
achievement. Thus tourism has a greater Importance becausé”-dl ot s
stand on its feet or prosper but under peace, security and staur:n:lrl-fr
also based on the direct communication among peoples dee'fn -
information, interaction of civilizations and exchanging kno'wiedgij;:f

accordingly it will lead to the spreading of an international understanding
and forgiveness in a way that will serve the peace issue around the worla

(Mandela , Nelson 2000).

| Over the years tourism was considered as a criterion for the
development of the international relations regarding the economic
political, and social aspects where the effective contributions tend 1
achieve world peace. Add to that, the UN with its development program
and the specialized UN agencies as the Labor organization, the UNESCC
and also all governmental, non-governmental, regional and international
specialized unions working on tourism and now on top of it World Tourism
Organization established in 1975, all these bodies and organizations tenc
to enhance cooperation among the countries and peoples In order [0 solve
their political, economic, and social problems, all this will pave the way fof
achieving tourist cooperation among them and also organizing 1T 0Of
scientific and technical bases for reaching the desired worlc peace

e
-

r"":-'mf
J

(Frangialli, Francesco 2003 ).
As & matter of fact tourism is one of the largest econorgic fctweltff?f
gomesik

in the worid, it accounts for the largest intematliona! and 0 e
movement of people. It may even be the Iargestislngle ‘”C!”“tf‘*, :w N
world. It is the world's largest employer and the leading {ter|n of the l:}ha‘na
services. On the international level, this activity has political, econortt

social ramifications (Wahab, Salah 1996,1998 , 2003 |
| s the traditional 6CcoNQMiC

But the purpose of this paper is not to diSCUs g
importance of tourism it is rather to show the role of intemattzze=

: ' ' y \( ) asl
in resolving the problems of armed conflict in (e Middle East

The relation between tourism and securll ance, eITe
Undoubtedly, tourism is negatively affected Dy VIO | Easts 3

e

J
y cannol be |guuied
yrism Al

g onin the Middle ‘

whatever kinds of armed conflicts. What is goin o ot i
living evidence of this reality. On the other han * sitive factor that cov
what extent the tourist flow to the Middle Etist Ijnﬁv’faors _
flicts this ,
put an end to the deadly armed con olace cons Jerable

has suffered for so long. T':.::vurism1 sould

Scanned by TapScanner



-"""""

J{.lll

of Associntion of Arab Universities For Tourism and Hospiraiity, jAA i [H.2006V otume
pal ' € No}

the international community to take the initiative to put an ond 1o &
conflicts. Tourism can be regarded as one of the major factors thay med
ot urge

2r the world to fight all
e governments over | ght all sorts of armed - .
‘(Iflfowfmh. Martin, Munl, lan 2004). o

It is also my concern to demonstrate the dynamic interaction
hetween tourism and world peace, and the importance of lotrism W
achieving some considerable degree of closeness between d.ﬁgrw
nations and people through enhancing the idea of the !'jiaf-r}gu;Jr)f
civilizations instead of the clash of civilizations Tourism does not :-;,néy
foster economic development but also supports human understanding Iu
gives people the opportunity to be acquainted with the cultyural neritage of
other nations. The tourist will be subjected to the natural as well as the
cultural environment. His tourist tour includes landscapes. historic places
sites and established environments, in addition to biodiversity f:nlle"zhc:uns.
past and present cultural practices, knowledge and living eKDerlenceg_'
Accordingly, he will recognize how cultural heritage forms the essence of
various national, regional and indigenous identities. It is also an ntegral
part of the character of nations, and how the heritage and collective
memory of each locality or community represent an irreplaceable and
important basis for development, now and in the future (Voicu = Joan

2004).
Chapter |

The Opposite Relation between the international tourists flows and
armed conflicts

It cannot be ignored that Tourism is an important source of national
income to the countries of Middle East. The tourism industry generates
substantial economic benefits to host countries all over the world. The
main benefits of tourism to a country are foreign exchange earnings, tax
revenues, business opportunities for budding entrepreneurs, and
empleyment for workers in the industry. According to the WTO, "Tourism
Is one of the top five export categories for as many as 83% of countries
and is the ymain source of foreign exchange earnings for at least 38% of
countries ., 6388 million people traveled to a foreign country in 2000,
spending more US$ 478 billion. International tourism receipts combined
with passenger transport currently total more than US$ 575 billion -
making tourism the world's number one export earner, ahead of

- automotive products, chemicals, petroleum and food (WTQ Tounsm and
Poverty Alleviation, Madrid 2002).

Foreign exchange earnings from exporl ‘ |
Imports and augment reserves. They generate income In the hqst countr‘,;
and can stimulate consumer spending and investment in other secmrsfo
the economy. The tourism industry provides tremendous opportun;lj_g bor
relatively small businesses to thrive and aiso a leading generaiq;lq Jibsé
The hotel accommodation sector alone provided around 11.3 milion

. - : ental
worldwide | | the United Nations Environm
dwide in 1995, according to os directly through hotels.

Program (UNEP). Tourism generates Jo -

. , - are
‘estaurants, nightclubs, taxis, and souvenir sqles, lndil;re:éwt;yjf:jnsm_
g€nerated through the supply of goods and services requ
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related suppliers. The W10 estimates that tourism

‘ l'epresenls 7% of |
worldwide (The Global Economics Game, 2000) JObs

Any decline in tourism spending generates a magnifieq Ner
impact on total spending and en:1p|0yfr1er1l. War, lerrorism ¢ >Jatiye
natural disasters affect the tourism industry. Whijle touris
international importance, it is an especially impostany
developing countries. Tourism' i1s the only econom
developing countries consistently run a trade surplus. "jy'e o5
significant 'n poorer countries that hax{e few other options For
49 so-called least developed countries, tourism IS
source of foreign exchange after oil. Revenues from tourism have
especially important in the developing world. which stands to suffer 'S;::‘.-E‘r.
economic losses from any slowdown in tourism (The Global £ era

Con
Game, 2000). “NOMics

But the problem with tourism is that it is not an inde
that cannot be easily affected by other factors. Thus it
depend solelv on it as a main source of national inco

affected positively and negatively by the armed military operations in the
region, in other words, the tourist flow increases with the decrease of Such
operations and decreases with their increase and intensity. The tragic
evenis of 11 September for INstance have shattered the global tourism
Industry, which began to deteriorate following the terrorist attacks. While
International tourism continued to grow in 2000 reaching unprecedented
levels, international travel in 2001 declined by 0.6 per cent the first year of
negative growth since 1982 (Blake ,Adam& Sinclair, M. Thea 2007

Given that the Middle East js the scene for the most Influential
armed conflicts in the world. whether locally or internationally, we can
recognize the great extent to which the economy of the Middle East
countries could be affected by the decline of the tourist movement
resulting from armed conflicts. In fact, the current decrease of the
international tourist demand on the Middle East is a result of the violence
caused by the regional armed conflicts there, and also by the worldwide
security conditions. The Middle East has been one of the most affected

regions following the 11/9 terrorist attacks on Washington and New York
(Andersen, Arthur 2000 )

‘?";Iau-;
the NOrld's
the second arges,

Pendent indugtp/

s dangeroys o
me. It s dlrect!y

According to WTO statistics, travel to the Middle East dropped_by
8.8 per cent in 2001, compared with 2000. The same applies to the per:od
of the invasion of Irag. In short, the insecure conditions in the region hav_e
Made future prospects for regional tourism vague and uncertain. "If raq Is
attacked, all of us have to forget about tourism for a while," said Nabila
Samak, director of public relations at the Semiramis Intercontinental hotel
Just before the invasion. Instability in the Middle East has meant no
tourism. Unless we have peace and stability in the region, we will not be

able to regain our position as a tourist destination (Al-Ahram Weekly 2/10
2002 ).

TE ¥ . 1 d

~ Instability in the region would be devastating to Irts economy f‘r’;[

tourilsm industry. The negative impacts of this contraction of 'the LOeLallh
demand on the Middle East on other facilities such as education,

16

_ad
Scanned by TapScanner



Association of Arab Universities For Tourism and Hospitality,

JAAUTH 5
Jﬂ“f"" of : TH,ZMﬁvm"mt 2, No.2

vices and the infrastruclure are very serious Ay
aurihtlfed to p(‘)lllllf.‘.alr decay, faciltate state collapse, cause Ndespread
human rights violations, generate rgf‘ugees and internally displaced
arsons, and exacerbate ‘famlne'condltrpns, Conflicts alsn divert scarca
fasOUrCes away from social services dfsrupt trade mscourage tourismﬂ
po contribute to the breakdown of family structures The pervasiveness

and persistence of conﬂict have also grave psychological Consequences
+s children are traumatized or become accustomed to a culture of .

( Khaiaf—Hunanﬁ, Rima 1999 ).

On the other hand tournism could bring about the seeds of peace as
the start of tourism developments marks the initial contact between the

host and guesl. During this stage, few but significant changes take place
at the three levels of interactions. ( Wahab, Salah 1998)

) med conflicts are

nolence

Firstly, tourism begiqs at a governmental level because government
Fé—gulaiions and policies are required *to faciiitate travel For exampie:
Family travel between Lahore and Delhi and between the two sides of the
Kashmir area is now possible with the introduction of bus services on
these routes. Not only has tourism improved family relations. but also
paved way for thawing relations between the two countries. Indeed,
tourism often creates a platform for governments to work together towards
bilateral agreements such as air rights and visa rules. Tourism may even
act as a preliminary communication channel between politically divided
countries ( Chinchinian , Harry 2002).

This may apply to the Middle East but unfortunately, the Middle
East continues to have the greatest number of armed conflicts around the
world. Latent or open hostilities resuiting from national and goiitical
conflicts or religious discrepancy affect most countries in the region. We
have the Israel-Palestinian conflict, the US-led war on lrag, the
confrontations between Lebanon's Hizbullah and the Israeli forces, Syria
and its conflict with Israel and the US| the problems in Afghanistan and the
existence of Osama Bin Laden's organization al-Qaida, which causes
panic to the world community and thus hinder the tourist and travel
movement to the area. |

There is militant or political Islam and the !slamist fundamental
organizations' conflict with the dominant secular regimes In so many
Middle East Muslim countries like Algeria, and Egypt. Islamists weave
together the struggle in Palestine, the crisis in Irag, the question of
Kashmir, and of course the struggie of the Mujahadeen in Afghanistan into
a kind of 'Islamic internationalism' based on the idea of armed
confrontation with the forces of imperialism (Andersen, Arthur 2000 ).

Turkey has also suffered from this at the hands of terrqnsts_ over the
past 15 years. In fact, Turkey has lost more than 40,000 of its citizens to
the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and other terronst groups There |s;
also the undercurrent rejection of the US interference with the interna
conditions of the area, which lead sometimes 10 a S€res of *dg-:-vsfslallf’lagr
bomb attacks, like the huge truck bomb at the Khobar Towers be:af? E?es
Dhahran, targeting US military and civilian personnel ,'"_"'p‘ma,”d E’lent
from the religious opposition gave a fatwa, of religious Judgimetia
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excommunicating the Saudi royal family from Islam for supporting thq US
onslaught on Afghanistan. The demand for US withdrawal from Saug

Arabia is a key element of Osama Bin Laden's campaign againsy he
Saudi royal family (The Middle East Forum May 2002)

Terrorism can be regarded as a kind of armed conflict Where the

terrorists express their conflict with the predominant culture and thouQm
using arms. There is no factor that can lead more to the decline of tourism
than terrorism_ There have been instances in specific countries where an

adverse event affecting tourism has brought a_bout 2 rjegariive Multiplier
effect on the nation's economy. There are certalln countries like Egypt that
are more vulnerable to the adverse economic effects of terrorism on

tourism, because tourism is such a significant part of their overa
economic activity. Others are less vulnerable to the ill effects of terrorism
on tourism, because their economies are more diverse. UAE is a good

example (Andersen, Arthur 2000 ).

Egypt was badly affected by the tragic terrorist events in the 19905
of the last century when many people were assassinated just for being
tourists, which was a terrible blow to tourism. On November 17, 1997 3
terrorist attack targeting visitors to the Temple of Hlatshepsut in Luxor
threw Egypt's tourism industry into turmoil. The negative impact of the
Luxor tragedy is clearly reflected by the data. The effect of the Luxor
tragedy Is clearly reflected in the level of visitor arrivals to Egypt in 1998
which declined by 13.8 percent over 1997. International tourism receipts
also reflect the impact of the tragedy, with a decrease of 45.4 percent over
1987. Visitor arrivals to Egypt declined by 13.8 per cent from 1997 to
19898. Egypt's international tourism receipts decrease d by 45.4 per cent in

1998 compared to 1997. Egypt is one of those countries which tourism is a
substantial share of overall economic activity (Andersen, Arthur 2000).

That's why the ordinary Egyptians unanimously opposed to a war
on Iraq, but not based on rank anti-Americanism. For them it comes down
to the economy. In countries where oil and other industries are largely
slate-owned, tourism is a time-honored source of revenue for the average

Middle Easterner.

Tourism is Egypt's second largest foreign exchange earner, and
Egypt accounts for 50 per cent of all tourist arrivals coming to Africa and
the Middle East. By mid-1997, Egypt seemed well on its way to attracting
an expected four million tourists, the highest level for this popular North
African destination. But it has lost such advantage after the terrorist
attacks. The attack aimed at destabilizing Egypt's tourism industry by
striking at a major tourist attraction at the start of the winter peak season,
also came at the start of World Travel Market in London, one of the travel
and tourism industry's largest trade fairs, at which Egypt was a major
partfﬂipant. Three years later tourism in Egypt is bouncing back. In 1999,
tourism growth in Africa and the Middle East outpaced the world average,

?gégasing by 17.5 percent over 1998. (The Global Economics Game,
).

Well 'eported damage control implemented by the Egyptian authorities
immediately following the Luxor attack, included increased security
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st sIles and hotels, I‘{as gone a long way to allay safety fears

re consumer confidence In the deslinatiﬂﬂ This is Clearly fﬁf.iéripjnd
resto crease N tourist arrivals and tourism receipts in 1999 J-,‘h in
th?p;:;sed 1997 levels (The Global Economics Game 2000 Y . which
su |

Recognizing the importance of tourism and how it's greatly badly
fected by tourism, soon after the mournful drama of September 11 the
3\ITO <sued a "Report pf tfze Secretary-General: Terrorist Attacks n the
United States of America.” The prociaﬁmatupn_acknowmdged that the
nunprecedented and brutal act of terrorism is Iikely to have profoundly
negative consequences for domeshcr ancili International tourism.” It strongly
condem”ed "heinous ach oi lerrorism, charactelrized terrorism as "an
enemy of peace and tt_Ju_rlsm, expressedpﬁmpass:crn to the people of the
United States and victims of the tragic event, and proffered a firm
~onviction that "tourism is a resilient sector which has repeatedly
dqemonstrated its ability to overcome problems and weather crises.” (W70,

2001).

Journ* .
at all toul!

Chapter i

Utilizing International Tourism in stopping the Armed Conflicts in the
Middle East

While tourism is negatively affected by armed conflicts, international
tourism can be used as an anti-factor against the eruption of armed
conflicts. There are different aspects through which tourism can contribute
to the solving of this problem. The economic decline resulting from the
slowdown in the tourist movement urges the governments to fight the
reasons for this slowdown and slump in the worldwide tourism industry,
and save security and peace in the area. In this respect, security has
become a significant factor of any propaganda for tourist programs (Var

,Turgut and Ap John 1998 ).

We can say that the recent terrorist attack, and the possibility of
new attacks, has given the travel and tourism a majqr wake-up call
concerning security. In the old travel industry paradigm, industry leaders
rarely spoke about threats to tourists in public fearing that such openness
would scare away visitors. The common belief was that security was a
"necessary evil' that one had to have, but thal security added nothing to
the business' bottom line. For this reason, tourism and ﬁravel security were
rarely publicized, never mentioned in marketing campaigns, under-fundeq,
and its practitioners were often underpaid. The old paradigm led to poor
security at airports, hotels, restaurants and attraphonat izf.:t;r:z
professionals who spoke of acts of terrorism, blo-che_mncgl at e "
crime were seen as alarmist and asked to rephrase thell wal HIHQ? ”E;nra!
that would be acceptable for public consumption (Ramaaan,

2001)

ed conflicts and terrorism in the host
views. Even prior 10 the

the public began to be

Because of the increase of arm .
Countries, the public was beginning to change Its
September attacks, there were multiple signs that
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concerned about and demanded good tourism security T,
travel and tourism industry evidence began to appear that i
were choosing locations and venues precisely because the
and secure. Studies and scholarly articles noted that secyy
were beginning to obtain some of the tourism security train

needed.

The new paradigm for the travel and tourism industry s based
the fact that tourism security is now a major part of a location's market'on
strategy, the tourism and travel industry is beginning to assimilate *‘:9
paradigm change. Tourist companies and airlines have mcorperategl v,
their marketing plans the idea that visitor security is theijr number on
priority. State and national tourism conferences are adding speech:
about tourism security and its impact on marketing (Ramadan AkmaS;
20017).

Tourist Company now should adapt to this paradigm shift They
should recognize that there is a fundamental paradigm, shift in the travel
industry. Old assumptions will no longer hold. From a business
perspective these old assumptions are very dangerous. Those parts of the
travel and tourism industry that emphasize security will have a good
chance of surviving. The venues that provide giving good security mixed
with good customer service will flourish. Those parts of the travel and
tourism industry that hold on to the old way of thinking will fade away
(Santana , Gui 2001).

But we should not create a false sense of security. We should deal
with the reasons, not the symptoms and ramifications of terrorism and
armed conflicts, through gas masks and sealed rooms and the like, or
assuring people the police forces will be very alert to any attack. We
should instead fight the reasons, which lead to these attacks. The industry
workers should know what is unsafe in their community and work with
local governments to improve these security concerns. They ought to work
hard to restore confidence in the minds of potential travelers regarding
arrine safety and convenience. If the giobal coaiition of countries
combating terrorism is successful at rounding up terrorists, destroying their
networks, and confiscating their finances, perhaps confidence will be

restored and international travel will return to some semblance of normalcy
(Santana , Gui 2001). |

OUAhe the
© Customey,
y Wera safe
1Y DErsgnnn'l
[ﬂg that f,-';:}

into

In attempting to resolve the problems, which lead to conflict and
terrorism in the Middie East, we should look to the internal conditions of
the Middle East countries. The approaches like "hostile countries", "foreign
troops”, which are mentioned frequently in Middle East countries can bé
ml_s,leadmg, even If they have some bases in reality. If there 1s a terror
existing widespread somewhere, it is necessary to admit and determiné
that there is something going wrong. Terrorists come from our people
target our people, and act inside our borders. Accordingly, the solution
should be sought on the same soil, but this does not mean that one should
\gnore the impact of foreign troops ( Ramadan, Akmal 2006 )

Among the reasons, which lead to terrorism and armed conflicts I
the Middle East, are the people's poor economic conditions EconomiC
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here ke e an'y v Currem. regimes '€gaining the |eyel of
W Jlar legitimacy they enjoyed a generation ago. |n Eqypt. for inetas
FEEQ standards have been falling for more than 3 generatio
I |

- : : A Tﬁe
eCDnOmiC pressure on ordinary Egyptians has not slackened: fq

. . r the last
50 years. The social value of salaries has fallen on 3 reqular basis |n

addition the public health and education systems are approaching collapse
after years of degradation. Thus the only way to pass crucial high schooi
and university exams IS by paying for the expensive private tutorials, which
teachers offer to INCrease their meager salaries. The conditions are not
much better in most_Arab c_;ountnes.1 This will make the people lose
confidence in the ruling regimes, which sometimes resort to a brutal
security apparatus to stifle dissent ( Ramadan, Akmal 2006 ).

What make people much more displeased and leads to armed
conflicts and terrorism are the poilitical, economic, and cultural imperialism
the US imposes on the Middle East countries. Most Middle East countries
now regard America as a "big brother” to whom they turn for guidance and
support and for whom they can express nothing but absolute obedience
and respect.

In fact, imperialism intensifies the impact of economic crisis around
the Middle East by creating conditions in which anger over economic
issues can quickly spill over intc a more generalized challenge to the
regime as a whole. Internal economic crisis and external intervention are
the subjective conditions, which are ultimately crucial in turning riots into
organized demonstrations, and street clashes with the police into a mass
movement. The issue of Palestine and the Intifada are a key marker for
this process of radicalism. Demonstrations done by students in Egypt at
the outbreak of the uprising were quickly joined by workers. Slogans on
the protests moved on from demands for dismissing the Israeli
ambassador to the issues of high prices, corruption of government and
state oppression. Across the Middle East in general, the connection
between local economic crisis and the imperialist intervention could bring
about further serious confrontations between the local and global ruling
classes and the peoples of the region (Santana , Gui 2001).

As | have already mentioned protecting the tourism industry could
be a very significant motive prompting the Middle East leaders to correct
the mistakes of their regimes and consequently avoid the reasons of
terrorism and internal and external armed conflicts. Now there is no doubt
that the weakening of socia! order is an important factor that would bring
about g potential disorder, which is the result of terror. The healthier a
body is the more resistant and immune against viruses. Measures have to
?; laken to make the region more democratic in order to put an end to

onsm (Mowforth, Martin, Munt , lan 2004 ).

he Middie East governments should respect the rule of law. human rights,
and freedom of expression. Of course the most important weapon against
ler‘ronsrn 'S education. We should regain the hearts and minds of our
Children back from extremists through education. The power of democracy
And our way of life depend on the future generations of educated boys and
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girls who respect knowledge, moderailon. er_lunanon, and genge, .
Consequently, the terrorist actwmgrs resulting from the 30Cin m*r“mr*f
conditions of the society and the failing of the existing sysiem Wil *.;a'
soil to grow in. Terrorism will |IV€? s:js long as the Mbalar,
imperfection of the societies that &e;’ S rlorthe €mergence ¢ ™
displeased people (Zahran,Ahmed S amadan ,Akmal 200 ) Man,

In any attempt to slOP armed conflicts in the Mid /e o
can not ignore the urgent need to make the Miqqe Eaxi -

t-om the WMDs in order to attract the international investmen(c o freg

'r,rfr.

ve n
¥

and tourist investments in particular We need also tq fight thie:'a"fai
= as

transfer of the light weapons. The Middle East is an attractiy, i,
s merchants. In fact, arms transferg o “a”ei for
lﬂ m

opportunistic arms Meretl | |
remain one of the Middie East major security problems, The influx of
weapons has prolonged the conflicts in the Middle Eag s madeﬁrhgm

more dangerous. The international_mmmunity's Inability tg controi
transfers and trafficking contributes in the persistence of thege devaSta

conflicts (Santana, Gui 2001).

There should be international and regional efforts to contro arms transgf
and trafficking. Arms transfers and trafficking have continued to jﬂsie_rs
part, because the international community has not effectively enforgerc? U:‘G
sanctions or criminalized siege violations or penalized financial Institutio
that act as agents for weapons purchases and also failed to Promote iocns;
controls over arms productionv and sales to countries under UN armi
embargoes, or taking actions against countries that serve as arms
transshipment points (Nazarkin , Yuri K 1998 ).

There should be international and regional programs to reduce the
ﬂqw pf ‘weapons coming to the Middie East. There should be genuine
Initiatives to stop the devastating impact that arms transfers have on the
Middle East. The United Nations in particular has to exert its greatest effort
to enforce its arms embargo against any country that violates its

resolutions.

Beyond arms embargoes, the UN and some member states,
not_ably Canada and Great Britain, have advocated a "name and shame'
policy. According to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, the "public
ldentification of international arms merchants” is the single most important
tool in combating the arms trafficking problem. On September 24, 1999,
thg UN Security Council held its first ministerial meeting on small arms;
this led to a Security Council presidential statement urging member stales
to curb arms trafficking. The UN's "name and shame" strategy has had no
”’”Daﬁt on weapons flows. To ameliorate the arms trafficking proplem I
”‘fr‘ Middle East, the International community should be willing to levy
palnful individuals or countries to dissuade them from selling arms to of
within the Middle East (Resolution 59/74 adopted by the General |
Assembly 2004). |

ostering

The ultimate vision of tourism is to attain peace through | al
amiable  host-guest relationships founded on shared Cum;;e
unaerstanding ang acceptance and equitable returns. At this g,tag& a
world - enjoys political, economic, environmental, and socio-cull
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. Because we are living in a global village, "domesgtc Shuss
estricted within the geographical boundaries of Dlar; a;e no
~. CVery

longoer: works together towards maintaining world peace (Wahat, Salal
| 4 )

when the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsuna

10 i mi hit As;
ame to a standstill in the affected destinations Asia, traye|

' - . The impac
tourism performance, which quickly trickled down the efrjﬁ-*!s of

sluggis” lue of travel industry and

_hlighted the vaiu ISty and prompted world or
hrgd govemments to cooperale In restoring peace and r
gg afidence among people (Xiangru Tang, Clara 2005 )
Tourism in itself can be an important factor that contributes in getting rid of
<ome of the major causes of terronsm_ and armed conflicts, No one can
deny the role of the taurls{ mvestmgntsm solving unemployment problems
and other social ones, _whlch resglt In violence and terrorism. There is also
5 role which international tourism can play in achieving constructive
communication and closeness between different peoples from different
 cultural background. (Wahab , Salah 1998 ).

Most international and local conflicts result from not respecling the other's
ideology- The terrorists” altack on tourism in the Middle East is mostly
grounded in the idea that tourism forms a threat to the cultural and
religious heritage of their conservative countries and may lead to adverse
impacts on their lifestyles. According to them, visitors who show littie
respect for the sanclity of spiritual places, practices and traditions by
conducting themselves in a rash manner can have an adverse impact on
those places and the communities that regard them as important parts of
their cultural identity (Voicu, loan 2004).

f}my_
ganizations
EQa*nlng rave|

But this view reflects a narrow understanding and a lack of insight into the
underlying theory of tourism. "Tourism must not have such negative
impacts," Mastny says. "Many governments and businesses, local
communities, and tourists themselves are already paving more attention to
the social, cultural, and environmental impacts of their activities.” ( Masiny
, Lisa, 2001).

It can be planed to facilitate and encourage the tourism industry to
promote and manage tourism in ways that respect and enhance the
heritage and living cultures of the host communities, and to facilitate and
encourage a dialogue between conservation interests and the tourism
induslry about the importance and fragile nature of heritage places,
Collections and living cultures including the need to achieve a sustainabie

luture for them (Voicu, loan 2004 ).

N fact, there is an active relation between tourism and mutua
Understanding between the nations. Domestic and international tourism
continues to be among the leading vehicles of cultural excpangeihlt
Provides a personal experience, not only that Which has SN . Ie
Past, but also the contemporary life and society of others. It is anCIEGSIIQQnY
appr%ialed as a Dositivé force for natural and cultqral Conjer:;igs*:“-
thUUnSm can attract the economic distinctiveness of heritage angmmuniw

©S€ for conservation by gererating funding, educating the ¢ tional
and influencing the ongoing policy. It is an essential part of many nad
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anc regional economies and can be an important factor of developmep,

when managed successfully (Wahab , Salah 1998 ).
Tourism itself has become an increasingly complex phenomenon i
political, economic, social, cultural, educational, biophysical, ecologicy

and aesthetic dimensions. Natural and cultural heritage, diversities gng
living cultures are major tourism attractions. The achievement of ,

beneficial interaction between the potentially conflicting expectations ang
aspirations of visitors and the host or local communities presents many
challenges and opportunities. ( Mastny , Lisa, 2001).

The tourist does not want the same culture of his homeland but he segks
cultural difference. He leaves the familiar place of home and travels to 3
foreign and strange place in order to experience the difference between
here and there. This cultural difference is matenal, historical, religious
pofitical, economic, and social one. The reason for this search for
something different is that the imagination of the capitalist «first worid» is

exhausted. It cannot imagine anything different, so the tourist leaves the
homogenous space of «home» ior the heterogeneous space of «foreign

ciimes» simpiy to admire the picturesque, the mere view or snapshot of
difference, to see the aifference. This cultural difference is rooted in

language, landscape, architecture, custom, taste, and smell. It is very
physical. The more 1t is used up or taken away, the less remains, and thus

the less it will be attractive to tourists (Bey, Hakim 2000).

Those conservative people who are against tourism coming to the Middie
East, particuiary to the Muslim nations and believe that it will put it in
danger of extinction of their native culture and cultural heritage, should be
convinced that tourism could bring many benefits to the host communities

and provide an important means and motivation for them to care for and
maintain their heritage and cultural practices(Tantawy, Mohamed S2003 ).

They should be aware of the fact that the tourist seeks out culture and
difference. The involvement and cooperation of local or indigenous
community representatives, conservatives, tourist operators, property
owners, policy makers, those preparing national development plans and
site managers are necessary to achieve a sustainable tournsm industry
and to enhance the protection of heritage resources for future generations

Conclusion:

Oue to the intricacies of personal and political interactions, tourism IS pnly
one of the vehicles for building peace because issues such as religious

and poittical beliefs are also central in shaping relationships. | argue thal
the world's largest industry (Tourism) is looked upon as a central force for

el
acvocating peace The tounsm industry is certainly a significant step In

ONnaging peopie together and creating universal peace.

- have attempied by way of this research to shed much light in the role
wiich tourism may play in solving the armed and political conflicts in the

Miccie East, and consequently it will have a position impact on the
oumnes of that region including Egypt, considering tourism as a tool of

F
-
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2ce and acquaintance among peoples. And this is what has been
the P€ vhe Manila declaration of world tourism in 1980 issued from Man
indgde onference the presence of the representatives of these states
o estabi*ShEd a basic principle thgt the world tourism must have the
whiC o be an affective power to achieve world peace. This declaration
abnlrtgeen made sure of by Colombia declaration issued from the
:szerence which titled “tourism 1s a push toward peace” held in Frankfort

- the united states in October 1998 which issued the creed o the peaceful
N eler (Wahab, Salah 1998.)

la

traveler

In the above—mentilqneq res:_aarch. we have presented the role of tourism
15 a means for civilization dialogue instead of the clashes of civilization is
onsidered as the first aifecled sector by wars, violence and terrorism in
the world generally and in the Middle East particularly. Egypt may be one
of the countries that have been affected by some negative impacts of the
tourism Sector as a result of the contentious situation of the Middle East.
The thing that calls tourism to defend itself and its legitimate existence,

and surely the best way is by playing a role in solving the military and
political disputes in the Middle East (Andersen, Arther 2000).

Then tourism through its ability in the economic and social development,
could plant better concepts for dialogue between different governments in
many aspects as concluding agreements of air transport, granting aviation
liberties, granting vises, avoiding double taxation and customs. in addition
tg the relationships between businessmen who have deferent nationalities
in tourism development and hotel construction domains, do undoubtedly
contribute in establishing the bonds and ties of dialogue and contact. Add
to that, the economic importance of tourism pushes the governments to
think seriously in solving the political disputes peacefully and to leave no
stone unturned before resorting to the political and military escalation,
which is considered as a repellent factor of tourism that has many
negative impacts (Robinsson, M & Bonifak &p 1998)

In the end, | would like to give some brief space to my suggestions
concerning how to benefit much from world tourism as a significant means
of solving armed conflicts, On top of these suggestions Is providing easy
and safe trave] ways for the tourists from their countries to the neighboring
Countries to get acquainted with new civilizations, cultures, life styles and
ways of thinking: improving the curricula in the Middle East countries in a
wax,_; that includes encouraging peace and international dialogue, and
punlying these curricula from whatever thoughts and ideologies that
Simulate violence and fundamentalism. There is also a great need for
aCt’_"’a““Q the role of the international, social and religious arganizations in
”rg’ﬂi-}f a constant and influential dialogue between different civilizations,
2209“”9 the idea of accepting the other, whosoever this other can be. and
amie'“’agmg peaceful co-existence instead of the aggressive idea of
o °0 confrontations. All this can be done thrqugh the local governments

e Middle East under the auspices of the international organizations,
Particularly the United Nations. -

e
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Zgaur;trl?s to get acquainted with new civilizations cuttzrfstr}seﬂenghbonr;
way tﬁa:hf”k'ng; Improving the curricula in the Middle Eas't cou?terES o

urBi/f ‘ lmcludes e:ncouraglng peace and international dialo uies A
PUritying lhese curricula from whatever thoughts and ideg| JU8, ang
stimulate violence and fundamentalism. °9'€s thy

1anificant me, S

There IS glso a great need for activating the role of the internationa
and religious organizations in urging a constant and infiuentiaj di'a?;ma[
between different civilizations. adopting the idea of accepting the oﬂ?:e
Whosoever this other can be, and encouraging peaceful Cﬂ-exiSlencL
Instead of the aggressive idea of armed confrontations.

All this can be done through the local governments of the Middie Ea
under the auspices of the international organizations, particularly the

United Nations.
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