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©D Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2) is the
name given to the 2019 novel coronavirus. COVID-19 is the name given to the
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disease associated with the virus. SARS-CoV-2 is a new strain of coronavirus
that has not been previously identified in humans. Bats are considered natural
hosts of these viruses yet several other species of animals are also known to act
as sources. For instance, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus
(MERS-CoV) is transmitted to humans from camels, and Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus-1 (SARS-CoV-1) is transmitted to humans
from civet cats. European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. An
agency of the FEuropean Union www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-
data/covid-19-what-we-know
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(%D The International Health Regulations (2005) IHR Brief No. 1 A critical
contribution to international health security the entry into force of the
International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR (2005)) on 15 June 2007 is a
public health landmark for the World Health Organization (WHO) and its
Member States. The global community has a new legal framework to better
manage its collective defenses to detect disease events and to respond to public
health risks and emergencies that can have devastating impacts on human
health and economies. The successful implementation of the IHR (2005) by the
countries that have agreed to be bound by them (States Parties) and WHO, will
contribute significantly to enhancing national and global public health security.
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%) How to designate or establish National IHR Focal Points (NFPs): Article 4
of THR (2005) requires States Parties to designate or establish a National IHR
Focal Point and to provide WHO with contact details of NFPs, to be
continuously updated and annually confirmed. Recommended procedures for
designation of National IHR Focal Points by States Parties are as follows: 1.
The State, through the Ministry of Health in coordination with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, sends a written communication to the Director-General of the
WHO containing its designation for NFP. States may wish to copy this written
communication to appropriate entities, including, if present, their Permanent
Mission in Geneva, as well as relevant national ministries and their WHO
Regional and Country office. https://www.who.int/ihr/English2.pdf?ua=1

CGe e (Yo bl /£) o sddsall Al w5l ()
1% Designation/establishment of National IHR Focal Points (Article 4):
1. Each State Party shall designate or establish a National IHR Focal Point and
the authorities responsible within its respective jurisdiction for the
implementation of health measures under these Regulations.
2. National IHR Focal Points shall be accessible at all times for
communications with the WHO IHR Contact Points provided for in paragraph
3. of this Article. The functions of National IHR Focal Points shall include: (a)
sending to WHO IHR Contact Points, on behalf of the State Party concerned,
urgent communications concerning the implementation of these Regulations, in
particular under Articles 6 to 12; and (b) disseminating information to, and
consolidating input from, relevant sectors of the administration of the State
Party concerned, including those responsible for surveillance and reporting,
points of entry, public health services, clinics and hospitals and other

government departments. https://www.who.int/ihr/English2.pdf?ua=1
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(D" On behalf of the State Party concerned, sending to WHO THR Contact
Points urgent communications arising from IHR implementation, in particular
under Articles 6-12 of IHR(2005): In summary, Articles 6-12 cover the
following communications: i) Notification (Article 6): Notifying WHO IHR
Contact Points of all events which may constitute a public health emergency of
international concern within a State Party's territory in accordance with the
Annex 2 decision instrument, as well as any health measure implemented in
response, and, following notification, continuing to give WHO public health
information about the notified event;
https://www.who.int/ihr/English2.pdf?ua=1
(12 Information-sharing during unexpected or unusual public health events
(Article 7): Providing WHO IHR Contact Points with all relevant public health
information if there is evidence of an unexpected or unusual public health event
within a State Party's territory which may constitute a public health emergency

of international co ncern; https://www.who.int/iht/English2.pdf?ua=1
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(13 Disseminating information to relevant sectors of the administration of the
State Party concerned, including those responsible for surveillance and
reporting, points of entry, public health services, clinics and hospitals and other
government departments: NFPs will ensure that all relevant sectors are
provided with information received from WHO IHR Contact Points necessary
for performance of the State Party's functions under the THR(2005), including
information on public health risks, events potentially constituting public health
emergencies of international concern and temporary and standing
recommendations, as well as other information provided by WHO under the
IHR. https://www.who.int/ihr/English2.pdf?ua=1

(9 Other reports (Article 9): Responding to WHO requests for consultations
and attempts to obtain verification for reports from sources other than
notifications or consultations on events occurring within the territory of the
State Party; and informing WHO of receipt of evidence of a public health risk
identified outside the State Party's territory that may cause international disease
spread, evidenced by imported/exported human cases, or contaminated vectors
or products; https://www.who.int/ihr/English2.pdf?ua=1
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(19 Verification (Article 10): Responding to WHO requests for verification of
reports from sources other than notifications or consultations of events which
may constitute a public health emergency of international concern allegedly
occurring in the State's territory;
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(1% provision of information by WHO (Article 11): Serving as focal point for
information sent by WHO under Article 11.1, and consulting with WHO as to
making information available under this article
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(41 Statement on the fourth meeting of the International Health Regulations
(2005) Emergency Committee regarding the outbreak of coronavirus disease
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the-fourth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-
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(42 Statement on the fourth meeting of the International Health Regulations
(2005) Emergency Committee regarding the outbreak of coronavirus disease
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