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Defining the Concept of Nationality
Dr. Ahmed Gouda EIl-Azab
Abstract:

The concept of nationality has developed in all countries as a
term to determine who is a citizen and who a foreigner in a certain
country. Nationality is as important as a person’s sex and religion.
It is there wherever loyalty and sense of belonging to a certain
country exist. It can be regarded as a legal political connection that
relates a person to a certain country and therefore there is a mutual
relationship between the country and the citizen whereby the
former offers protection to citizens and the latter abides by loyalty
to his/her homeland.

Nationality therefore is not to be felt towards a community or a
group of people but towards a country. It is the legal measure to
decide what people belong to what country. Nationality has
nothing to do with tribalism as this means conflicts between certain
groups or small regions to gain more benefits.

In Islam, nationality is based on religion not on regional or
blood relationships. Thus in Islam nationality is the equivalent of
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religion. However, Islamic sharia believes in equality between
people who live on the same land in rights and duties. This made
Muslims live in peace even with people who believed in Judaism
or Christianity. All are regarded as citizens not foreigners.

When Adam first came to live on earth, God has intended his
children to fill the whole world to form countries. So, since time
immemorial, nationality has become the only possible means to
distinguish between people who live in different regions. As
geographical borders is the means to decide the location of a
certain country, so nationality is the means to identify the people
who occupy such a space.
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