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Abstract

Britain succeeded in controlling Fiji in the year 1874 AD, and the
new colonial administration realized that the solution to the
economic problems afflicting Fiji at that time was the establishment
of large farms, especially sugar cane plantations, and due to
Britain's reluctance to use the indigenous people in Fiji to work in
sugar cane plantations In order to overcome the problem of low-
paid labor force; Britain sought the help of Indian labor under the
long-term contract system, which was called the forced labor
system in Fiji. The labor contracts stipulated that Indian workers
work in sugarcane plantations for a period of five years. On May 14,
1879, the first ship loaded with Indian workers arrived. Indian
immigration to Fiji continued without interruption until the year
1916 AD, when nearly 60,000 Indian immigrants arrived in Fiji, and
due to the need of farm owners for Indian workers; Indian
immigration was resumed again, but intermittently, until the forced
labor system was finally abolished in January 1920 AD, and the
deteriorating conditions of Indians in Fiji led to a strike and riot
movement in February 1920 AD.

Keywords: Fiji, Indians, Girmit, Arthur Hamilton Gordon.
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