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Crying over the loss of a Son: A Study in the Lamentation
of Ibn Al-Rumi

Abstract

Lamentation poetry is one of the most important ancient
poetic arts among the Arabs, which had a great presence in
literary creativity. The one interested in lamentation poetry,
finds it a very rich field with various aspects such as “the
romantic, Psychological, and intellectual aspects”. Al-Rumi
is one of the greatest figures of ancient Arabic poetry. He
was overwhelmed by the ravages of time. He was afflicted
more than once by the loss of a family member, son and wife
that made him suffer a lot, most notably the heartburn of loss.
This loss was the hardest. This is why the subject of this
paper is the study of lamentation poetry. The paper examines
the son’s lamentation, in spite of its scarcity: “two poems
and three pieces.” Analytical models based on highlighting
the features of artistic creativity, in terms of linguistic
formation, music and poetic image in the poet’s poetry. This
type of lamentation is considered one of the most sincere
types of poetry. Due to the fact that it expresses the poet's
inner feelings, without flattery or falsehood, and it is also
related to the same poet who lost his three sons one after the
other in front of his eyes, so his dealing with this loss must

be a special one that emerged from a real lived experience.

Key words: Abbasid Era - Arabic poetry - lamentation

poetry - poetry poems - poetry criticism - Ibn al-Roumi.
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