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The social and economic conditions of irregular employment
under the Corona pandemic
An applied study in Alexandria governorate

Abstract

The main objective of the research seeks to reveal the
social and economic conditions of the category of irregular
workers as a result of the spread of the new Corona virus known
as Covid 19. The research seeks to monitor the most important
mechanisms followed by national institutions and civil society
institutions in Egyptian society to achieve protection and social
security for these groups. The study confirmed that the irregular
employment category is one of the most affected groups as a
result of the partial closure and the policy of social distancing
that imposed itself on the whole world. The importance of
theoretical research is to use the theory of the risk community as
a result of the crisis that imposed itself in light of globalization
versus the policy of closure and divergence. The study relied on
the analytical descriptive approach to describe an existing
situation faced by society, in particular the category of irregular
workers represented in construction and reconstruction workers,
coinciding with the decisions of the Egyptian state to stop
building licenses. The researcher used the questionnaire tool to
collect study data from 50 individuals collected by the snowball
method. The researcher also applied an interview guide with
members of the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce in the
Construction and Reconstruction Division. The researcher tried
to answer a main question: What are the economic and social
conditions of the irregular labor categories as a result of the
outbreak of the Corona virus? What are the mechanisms that the
official institutions in Egypt have used to mitigate the risks of this
epidemic? The study came out with a set of results, the most
important of which is the negative impact of this group and its
loss of economic income, the lack of a social and health
protection umbrella for them. Such as those benefiting workers
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in the formal economic sector, and the lack of social security to
face old age, disability, illness and work injuries. The absence of a
codified system to assist construction workers, whether from
businessmen, civil society institutions, or the Egyptian Chamber
of Commerce.
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