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Human trafficking in light of the Anomie Theory (non-standard)
A study of some selected cases in Mansoura City — Dakahlia Governorate

The current study aimed at highlighting the phenomenon of human trafficking, in light of
the theory of Anomie or the Absence of Social Norms, through some patterns of this type of
human trafficking, such as sexual exploitation, underage marriage, and the trafficking of human
organs (e.g. kidneys). The current study investigated its main topic through some influential
cultural issues and variables such as masculinity and gender discrimination, poverty and relative
deprivation, illiteracy, lack of education, unemployment and leisure time, the media and the
Internet, globalization and the absence of social norms. The study relied, in its conceptual
framework, on the theory of Anomie by both Durkheim and Robert Merton. The study presented
some previous studies that are available in the related literature. On the other hand, the study
relied on the descriptive approach, in order to provide an analytical and explanatory investigation
of the phenomenon of human trafficking. The study adopted the case study approach, using the
in-depth interviews with seventeen cases; thirteen cases were exposed to human trafficking, and
four experts that are specialized in the phenomenon of human trafficking. The cases of human
trafficking included the cases of sexual exploitation and underage marriage (ten cases), some
cases that benefit from the social solidarity services in Dakahlia Governorate (housing institutions
in Mansoura) and the hot line for helping children and three cases of kidney trafficking that are
frequently present at Mansoura's Kidney and Urinary Tract Center.

As for the results of the field study, the study yielded some results related to its main topic.
These results were as follows:

1- The diversity of the forms and patterns of human trafficking, such as child marriage,
sexual exploitation and kidney trafficking, in social, economic and cultural contexts reflected in a
social reality that is characterized by moral chaos and the absence of social norms.

2- The study relied on analyzing and interpreting the investigated phenomenon, in light of
the theory of Anomie through the basic arguments of both Durkheim and Robert Merton.
Moreover, the study, as the previous studies, handled three types of human trafficking and not
only one type,

3- The study tried to highlight the relationship between the phenomenon of human
trafficking - in its three forms — and the masculinity in society, and that of women being subjected
to trafficking and sexual abuse according to this perspective which has been rooted and found
wide echoes that are compatible with the male desires in the city community (Gender Solidarity
Society) as Durkheim assured.

4-The study emphasized, in some aspects, some of the social contexts of human trafficking,
such as poverty, relative deprivation, illiteracy, unemployment, mass media, and globalization.
These factors were analyzed in light of the theory of Anomie and the lack of norms and in light of
the basic arguments of the theory and their relation to these factors.

5-In this context, Durkheim emphasized oppression and authority in his study of job
evaluation. He explained that poverty and deprivation are a flagrant reflection of the absence of

il it 3 (L et Ay ki s g Bl laiY))

YYYY



Y14 (o) Yo g Y g Lo Laiq¥) aglally cbluddd qla¥) 408 Al

social justice in society. This results in rejecting the social values and norms that organize the
behavior so that patterns of human trafficking are manifested. This is also supported by illiteracy,
lack of education, and the absence of the educational role of the educational institutions.

Furthermore, the factors of unemployment, media, and globalization are active factors
emerged because of the transition of the societies from the traditional to the modern state.
Because of that, and in the last analysis, the moral crisis, the supremacy of individual values, the
pornography and achieving the individual’s interests at the expense of social values emerged
according to Durkheim.

In light of presenting the results, there are some important recommendations. These
recommendations include:

1- The importance of raising the awareness of the concept and the patterns of human
trafficking as being a complex phenomenon that does not involve one particular pattern.

2- Highlighting the creative role of Egyptian women in the school curricula and media
materials.

3- Enhancing the enlightening role of the enlightenment platforms through educational
seminars in religious institutions, youth centers, and mass clubs in order to spread awareness
among young people of the dangers and the repercussions of human trafficking and the necessity
of having a control on the media to spread the values of chastity and modesty.

4- The necessity of the state institutions, the civil society institutions and the private sector
institutions to join together in order to deepen the positive values, especially those values of work,
achievement and cooperation.

5- Developing programs to support victims of human trafficking and to raise their
awareness of the importance of reporting the crimes they are exposed to in the absence of social
norms.

Key Words: Human Trafficking - Anomie Theory (non-standard)
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