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Letters of the Two Imams: Al-Layth Bin Saad and Malik Bin
Anas
A Study of Issues and Methodology
Abstract

The disagreement between scholars and jurists is normal and
healthy if it is not due to love, desire, or compassion of
dissension.  Great Scholars were naturally criticizing each
other. They were keeping good relations concerning
knowledge everywhere throughout time. Their writings and
letters were not void of some disagreement, dialogs and
debates over scientific and juristic issues. Among these letters
are those were between the two Imams Al-Layth Bin Saad and
Malek Bin Anas.

There were so many exchanged letters between the two
Imams, and these letters were financial, scientific. This thesis
deals with the two letters, which discuss the juristic issues
between them. The nature of these letters proved the different
environments of both of them. Therefore, the environment of
Hejaz and Egypt affected their jurisprudence as represented in
the issues of marriage and confession of theft. The tendency to
the spiritual side is quite clear to Al-Layth, where the delicate
agricultural environment is different from the environment of
the desert. The jurisprudence of Malek is urban rather than
personal, whereas that of Al-Layth is the jurisprudence of the
Egyptian people. Furthermore, one of the reasons of
disagreement between the two Imams is the methodology of
inferring the judgment unless the text is definitive or the lack
of knowledge of them.
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Some scholars found about seventy issues of disagreement
between the two Imams because what was mentioned in the
two letters was only an example. The evidence n this is what
Al-Layth said at the end of his letter "... and | put away so many
things similar to this."

The ideology of Al-Layth was not recorded for so many reasons.
The most important of all was the melting of his ideology in the
ideologies of others. Also, his disciples did not record his
ideology. There are political reasons, where he was busy with
the governor of Egypt to managing the country. Furthermore,
has had so many enviers and malevolents. So his ideology
passed away after his death.

Al-Shafi’i was affected by Al-Layth and Malek, keeping the
efforts of both of them. Al-Shafi'i agreed to add to the
jurisprudence of al-Layth his own jurisprudence, while al-Shafi’i
and al-Layth disagreed with Malik in some jurisprudential
issues, and this is the nature of hard working scholars.
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