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The mythical structure of Banat Su'ad
Invoked by the Epic of Gilgamesh
Abstract

The direct reason for the creation of Banat Su'ad poem
by Ka'b was to apologize to the Prophet Mohammad asking for
his forgiveness after his killing was authorized, and the emotional
atmosphere that dominates the poem is an atmosphere of fear
and dread from the Prophet’s punishment.

But, | see the poet as weakly representing the Islamic
spirit in his poem. | see that the poem follows pre-Islamic art
traditions. The research assumes that the poem has a mythical
artistic structure that belongs to the ancient Arab myths, and
that an ancient literary work such as the Epic of Gilgamesh
represents one of the mythological origins of pre-Islamic
doctrines, ideas, artistic and pictorial features, and objective
correlatives in its poems.

This research reads the poem of Ka'b in the light of the
Epic of Gilgamesh and its artistic images and mythic motifs. | see
it illuminate the poem of Ka'b for us and help to explain it.

Key words: Ka'b ibn Zuhayr, Banat Su'ad, the Mantle Ode,
Gilgamesh, Ishtar, Myth.
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