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Abstract

The Byzantine lands were distinguished by the fertility of their
lands and the diversity of their crops, and despite their vast
areas, certain groups dominated them and benefited from
their wealth, and at the top of these categories were the
Byzantine government, senior army commanders and church
institutions. As for the general Byzantine people, despite the
fact that groups of them possessed some areas, the vast
majority of them were either workers in These lands or their
tenants, and in both cases their social conditions were very
poor; Because of the many burdens imposed on them, which
were varied in the form of increasing and varied taxes under
the pretext of the public good of the state, and others in
providing supplies to the Byzantine fleet and the armies that
were scattered throughout the empire, as well as sheltering
them in the winter and providing supplies to other imperial
officials and their lands were not far from The assault of
soldiers of varying origins and nationalities, and the Crusades
came to make matters worse for them during their journey
through the Byzantine lands and its aggression against them,
and the most important thing for the Byzantine government
was to collect money by various means from these miserable
people, and the tax collectors did not weaken in front of their
pleas, and their social status gradually declined until many of
them became like slaves.
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