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Distance learning and its impact on family stability
In the light Of the COVID-19 pandemic
A study in the light of the Formal Theory on a sample of
families in the Emirate of Sharjah
Abstract

The current research aims to investigate the effect of applying
distance learning during the COVID-19 pandemic on family stability.
To achieve this aim, the researcher raised several questions relating
to the impact of distance learning application on family stability,
the family's social environment and its suitability for adopting this
form of learning, and the methods used by families to adapt to this
form of learning. The first part of the research, research problem
and its importance, the conceptual framework, and the formal
theory were introduced. The second part deals with research
methods and, data analysis, employing the exploratory descriptive
ethnographic approach., The case study method was used for data
collection purposes. The research population includes households’
heads in the Emirate of Sharjah of which 30 cases were included in
the present research. The findings reveal that the application of
distance learning during the COVID-19 pandemic has led to tension
in direct social relationships among children, parents and families,
increased social pressures and burdens, and a conflict in roles,
which in turn resulted in instability of families and aa decrease in
the children's cognitive and applied levels. , Finally, a set of
theoretical and practical implications were presented to avoid
role’s conflict and reducing social burdens of parents and then
increasing the level of family stability in the research’s setting
Keywords: E-learning, distance learning, pandemic, COVID-19,
family stability, Emirate of Sharjah
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