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London, Mar. 27, 1979, " Libyan Expansionism in Sub-Saharan
Africa'.

(}) FCO 39/ 1095, Letter from FCO, London, to British Embassy,
Tripoli, May. 1, 1972, "Hunters For Libya.

(') FCO 93/ 614, Letter from British Embassy Tripoli, to FCO,
London, Jan. 21, 1975, "No Name—- Enclose'.

(15) FCO 39/ 1102; Telegram No. 413 from Tripoli to FCO, Mar. 14,
1972, 'Sterling Sub—Machine Guns',

-FCO 39/ 1068, Telephone from FCO, London, to British Embassy,
Tripoli, Oct. 19, 1972. "No Name,

(16) Quarterly Economic Review of Uganda, Ethiopia, Somalia, 3rd

Quarter 1977, The Economist Intelligence Unit Ltd, London, 1977, p.2.
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('') Zach Levey: Israel's Exit from Africa, 1973: The Road to
Diplomatic Isolation, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 35,
No. 2 (Aug., 2008), P. 207.
('*) FCO 39/ 1087, Enclosed, Gadhafi's Evacuation Day Address:
Libyan Radio in Arabic 0931 GMT 11 Junel972.
(') FCO 39/ 1027, Letter from British Embassy, Tripoli, to FCO
London, Jun.22 , 1972, " Confederation of Arab Republics'.
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_ The Washington Post; Sep 21, 1972, P. Al.
_ CIA; Memorandum from Henry Kissinger to The President, Sep. 22,
1972, "Uganda'.
_ FCO 93/ 12, Diplomatic Report No.78/ 73, from Her Majesty's
Ambassador at Tripoli to the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, Jan. 6, 1973, "Libya: Annual Review for 1972".
(21) FCO 39/ 1084, Telegram No.1150, from British Embassy, Tripoli,
to FCO, London, Oct.8, 1972, '"Qadhafi Speech'.
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_ Chambi Chachage & Annar Cassam "Ed": Africa’s Liberation The
Legacy of Nyerere, Pambazuka Press, Nairobi, 2010, P.XVI.

(*}) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Bonn , to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6742,Mar.19 , 1979 , 'Libyan aid to Uganda'.
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(*) Legum, Colin: The Year of Amin, Africa Report, Vol. 20, Issue 4,
(Jul', 1975), P. 10.
(**) FCO 93/ 602, Letter from British Embassy Tripoli, to FCO,
London, Jul. 30, 1975, "Tripoli Round Up July 1975".
(27) FCO 93/ 1003, Telegram No. 284 From British Embassy, Tripoli,
to FCO, London, Dec. 30, 1977, 'Libya/ Uganda'.
(*) Elaine P. Adam: Chronology 1978, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 57, No.
3, America and the World 1978 (1978), p710.
(*) Ralph D. Nurnberger: The United States and Idi Amin: Congress
to the Rescue, African Studies Review, Vol. 25, No. 1 (Mar., 1982),
p60.
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(32) NARA, Display Full Records: Telegram From American Embassy
Tripoli, to Secretary of State Wash DC, Oct. 18, 1978 , " Gadhafi

instructs masses on financial support for certain states'.
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() Ibid, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli, to Secretary of
State Wash DC, Sep.14, 1978 , " visit to Libya by Tanzanian vice
president Aboud Jumbe'.
(**) FCO 93/ 1384, Enclosure, JANA , Sep. 27, 1978 , 'Ugandan
President Visits Hawary General .
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_Kefa M. Otiso: Culture and customs of Uganda, Greenwood Press,
London, 2006, p.17.
(*") The Sun; Nov 2, 1978, P.Al.
(*®) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Bonn, to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 4834, Jan.12, 1979, 'Deterioration of relations
between Uganda and Libya".
(*) Ibid, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli, to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6071, Nov.30, 1978 , 'Libya and Tanzania—Uganda
conflict".
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(**) FCO 93/ 1372, Letter from British Embassy, Tripoli, to FCO,
London, Dec. 13, 1978, " Libya — Calendar OF Events 1978".

(') The Sun; Nov 6, 1978, P.A2, and See;

_ The Washington Post; Nov 6, 1978, p. A24.

(*') Los Angeles Times, Nov 7, 1978, p. B14.
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(*') The Observer; Nov 12, 1978; p. 2.
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(*) The Washington Post; Nov. 23, 1978, p. A30.
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(52) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli, to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6071, Nov.30, 1978 , 'Libya and Tanzania-—Uganda

conflict".

Ergmsall g ali (Sl (Yo a OEIA e VAVA e 4 zaladl Gl (7
B ol

el e deae a0 (L AN i 531 ) 3 el L Al)
YAQo



YOy (k) Ve Y e (Lelaia¥) aghallg Cliludy) ) a9l daaly cila¥) A4S s

(**) FCO 93/ 1865, Telegram No. 463, from British Embassy, Tripoli,
to FCO, London, Jan. 12, 1979, 'Libya's Relations with Tanzania and
Uganda'.
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_ FCO 93/ 26, Letter from Near East and North Africa Department,

FCO, London, to British Embassy, Tripoli, Sep.21, 1973, '"The Supply
of Sea King Helicopters to Libya",

Mahmood Mamdani: Imperialism and Fascism in Uganda,

Heinemann Educational Books, London, 1983, p.69.

_ Timothy M. Shaw: Uganda under Amin: The Costs of Confronting

Dependence, Africa Today, Vol. 20, No. 2 (1973), p.43.
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_ FCO 93/ 354, Letter from British High Commission, Kampala, to

FCO. London, Mar. 15, 1974, 'Libya/ Uganda’,

_ FCO 93/ 913, Enclosure, the text of the telegram by the current
chairman of the organization of African unity on the recent Israeli
aggression against Uganda, to President security council united nations

new york, Jul. 6, 1976,

_ Geoff Simons: Libya: The Struggle for Survival, Palgrave Macmillan,
New York, 1993, P.237.
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_FCO 93/ 354, Letter from British High Commission. Kampala, to
FCO. London, May 28, 1974, 'Libya/ Uganda Relations’,
_ Ibid, Letter from British High Commission. Kampala, to FCO.
London, May 14, 1974, 'Libya/ Uganda Relations’.
(*®) FCO 93/ 1865, Telegram No. 463, from British Embassy, Tripoli,
to FCO, London, Jan. 12, 1979, 'Libya's Relations with Tanzania and
Uganda'.
(') FCO 39/ 1088, Letter from British Embassy, Beirut, to FCO,
London, Aug. 14, 1972, 'Libyan Aid’,

_St. John, Ronald Bruce: Historical Dictionary of Libya, Scarecrow
Press, Toronto, 1998, p.193.

(*") Decker, Alicia Catharine: Beyond the Barrel: Women, Gender,
and Military Rule in Idi Amin’s Uganda, 1971-1979, PH. D., Emory
University, 2007, Pp.56, 128.

(61) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy BONN , to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 4916, Jan.16, 1979 , '"Uganda's relationship with
Libya and Tanzania'.
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(*') United Nations, Security Council, S/ 13087, Feb. 15, 1979, "
letter dated 15 February 1979 from the permanent representative of
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the united nations addressed to the
secretary—general ".

(**) The Guardian; Feb 19, 1979; P. 5, and See;

_ The Globe and Mail [Toronto]; Feb.19, 1979, P.16.
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_ The Guardian; Feb 17, 1979, P.5.

(67) FRUS; 1977- 1980, Vol. XVII, P. 2, United States Government

Publishing Office, Washington, 2018, D.160, Paper Prepared in the

Department of State, Washington, Undated, 1979, 'The Precarious

Situation in Uganda'.

(°®) FCO 93/ 1865, Telegram from British Embassy Dar Es Slam, to

FCO, London, Feb. 23, 1979, 'Tanzania/ Uganda'.

(*) Ibid, Telegram No. 478, from British Embassy Tripoli, to FCO,

London, Mar.12, 1979, 'Libyan Involvement in Uganda'.

(70) CIA; Telegram from American Embassy in Tripoli To Secretary of

State Wash DC. 6358, Feb. 28 ,1979 "Qadhafi's interview with Jack

Anderson'.

(71) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Bonn , to Secretary of

State Wash DC. 6742,Mar.19 , 1979 , 'Libyan aid to Uganda', and

See,
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_ Los Angeles Times; Apr 5, 1979, P.1.

("*) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli, to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6354, Feb. 28 ,1979 'Libyan pessimism about Idi

Amin's prospects for survival'.
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(75) Ronald Aminzade: Race, Nation, and Citizenship in Postcolonial
Africa The Case of Tanzania, Cambridge University Press , 2013,
P.200, and See;
_ FCO 93/ 1875, Letter from East African Dep. To FCO, London,
Mar. 6, 1979, "Uganda: Libyan Involvement'.
(") New York Times; Mar 8, 1979, P. A7.
(') NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Dar Es Salaam, to
Secretary of State Wash DC., Mar. 27, 1979 , 'Tanzania— Uganda
fighting: TANGOV requests information on Morocco and Libya
assistance to Amin".
(") FCO 93/ 1875, Letter from East African Dep. To FCO, London,
Mar. 6, 1979, 'Uganda: Libyan Involvement'.
(79) FRUS, 1977- 1980, Vol. XVII, P.3, United States Government
Publishing Office, Washington, 2017, D.100, Inteligence Memorandum
Prepared in the Central Intelligence Agency, Washington, Jun.1, 1979
'Libya's Changing Role as a Patron State’.

(80) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Bonn , to Secretary of

State Wash DC. 6742,Mar.19 , 1979 , 'Libyan aid to Uganda'.

(*') New York Times; Mar 8, 1979, P. A7, and See;
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_ The Sun; Mar 8, 1979, P.AS.
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(*) FCO 93/ 1865, Telegram No. 478, from British Embassy Tripoli,
to FCO, London, Mar.12, 1979, '"Libyan Involvement in Uganda'.

(**) The Globe and Mail; Mar.14, 1979, P.11.

(*’) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli , to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6438, Mar.15, 1979 , " Libyan involvement in
Uganda'.

(*) The Sun; Mar 6, 1979, "Amin asks troops to fight to last man’, P.
A2.

(*') FCO 93/ 1875, Letter from East African Dep. To FCO, London,
Mar. 6, 1979, "Uganda: Libyan Involvement'.

(*) Aidan Southall: Social Disorganisation in Uganda: Before, during,

and after Amin, The Journal of Modern African Studies, Vol. 18, No. 4

(Dec., 1980), p. 638.
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_ The Spectator (UK), Jan. 6, 1973, p.§, and See;

_ Mahmood Mamdani: Op. Cit., p.93.

(90) New York Times; Mar 8, 1979, P. A7.

(91) Wall Street Journal; Mar 7, 1979, p. 27.

(**) The Globe and Mail; Mar. 12, 1979, P.4.

(

) FCO 93/ 1875, Letter from East African Dep. To FCO, London,
Mar. 6, 1979, "Uganda: Libyan Involvement'.
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() FCO 93/ 1865, Letter from British Embassy Tripoli, to FCO,
London, Apr.4, 1979, 'Libyan Policy in the Uganda/ Tanzanian
Conflict".
(96) House of Representatives, Ninety—Sixth Congress, First Session,
Hearing Before The Subcommittee on Africa of The Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Apr. 26, 1979, Washington, 1979, " U.S. Policy
Toward Uganda'.P.12.

(97) Chicago Tribune; Mar 6, 1979, P.9, and See;
— The Globe and Mail; Nov.7, 1978, P.12.
(*) New York Times; Mar 8, 1979, P. A7.

(*”) Noreen Burrows: Tanzania's Intervention in Uganda: Some Legal
Aspects, The World Today, Vol. 35, No. 7 (Jul., 1979), p. 306.

(') NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli , to Secretary
of State Wash DC. 6409, Mar.11, 1979 , " Libyan assistance to
Uganda '.
(101) Ibid, Telegram From American Embassy Bonn , to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6742,Mar.19 , 1979 , 'Libyan aid to Uganda'.
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(103) NARA, Telegram From Secretary of State Wash DC, To American
Embassy Tripoli, Mar. 21 , 1979 , " Reports of Libyan troops in
Uganda and possible military use of LAA 727s".
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('*) Ibid, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli , to Secretary of
State Wash DC.6478., Mar. 23 , 1979, "Foreign minister Turayki on
LAA 727s in Uganda "

(') Ibid, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli , to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6482, Mar. 26, 1979 , " Libya seeks peace in
Uganda'.

('") FCO 93/ 1865, Telegram No. 483, from British Embassy Tripoli,
to FCO, London, Mar. 26, 1979, "Libyan Involvement in Uganda'.

('”) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Dar Es Salaam, to
Secretary of State Wash DC., Mar. 27, 1979 , 'Tanzania— Uganda
fighting: TANGOV requests information on Morocco and Libya
assistance to Amin".

(‘%) FRUS; 1977- 1980, Vol. XVII, P. 2, D.162, Memorandum From
Secretary of State Vance to President Carter, Washington, Mar.26,

1979.

(') NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Dar Es Salaam, to
Secretary of State Wash DC. 1765, Mar. 27, 1979 , ' Uganda-

Tanzania conflict: Nyerere speech on Libyan threat to intervene'.

(“O) Ibid, Telegram From American Embassy Dar Es Salaam, to
Secretary of State Wash DC. 1762, Mar. 27, 1979 , ' Libya threatens
attack on Tanzania if Nyerere does not agree to end Uganda war by

noon 28 march'.
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(''Y) Los Angeles Times; Mar 28, 1979, P.11.

('"”) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Dar Es Salaam, to
Secretary of State Wash DC. 1765, Mar. 27, 1979 , " Uganda-

Tanzania conflict: Nyerere speech on Libyan threat to intervene'.
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(') Los Angeles Times; Mar 28, 1979, P.11.
(''®) NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Dar Es Salaam, to
Secretary of State Wash DC. 1821, Mar.31, 1979 , ' Uganda national

liberation front (UNLF) asks Kenyans to stop transport of Libyan arms

for Amin ".
(''"®) Godfrey P. Okoth: Intermittent tensions in Uganda — relations:
Historical perspectives, Trans—African Journal of History, Vol. 21
(1992), p.80.
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(122) FRUS; 1977- 1980, Vol. XVII, P. 2, D.163, Memorandum From
Secretary of State Vance to President Carter, Washington, Mar.27,

1979, "Omitted here are items unrelated to East Africa".

(123) NARA, Telegram From Secretary of State Wash DC. to American
Embassy Rome, Mar.30, 1979, 'Libyan efforts to obtain fuel for
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('**) FRUS; 1977- 1980, Vol. XVII, P. 2, D.164, Memorandum From
Secretary of State Vance to President Carter, Washington, April 4,

1979, "Omitted here are items unrelated to East Africa’.
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(') NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Tripoli, to Secretary of
State Wash DC. 6512, Apr. 2, 1979 , 'Libya claims Uganda Moslems

are threatened by Tanzanian invasion'.
('*) The Globe and Mail; Apr. 2, 1979, P.4, and See,
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(') NARA, Telegram From American Embassy Moscow, to Secretary
of State Wash DC. 4551, Apr.3, 1979, "Ugandan students in Moscow
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("**) FRUS; 1977- 1980, Vol. XVII, P. 2, D.164, Memorandum From
Secretary of State Vance to President Carter, Washington, April 4,
1979, "Omitted here are items unrelated to East Africa".
(') FCO 93/ 1863, Letter from British Embassy, Tripoli, to FCO,
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("*") NARA, Telegram From American Embassy April, to Secretary of

State Wash DC. 6540, Apr.5,, 1979 , 'Libya and Uganda'.

('*®) Ibid, Telegram From American Embassy Dar Es Salaam , to

Secretary of State Wash DC. 1912, Apr.6, 1979 , ' Tanzania-Uganda

situation — TANGOV Shelves Decision To Break Relations With Libya".
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(') Chicago Tribune; Apr 17, 1979, P. 2.
("**) Ibid; Apr 28, 1979, p.N4.

(') Los Angeles Times; Apr 23, 1979, P.1.
(**°) Ibid; May 22, 1979, p. A2, and See;

_ The Globe and Mail; May. 23, 1979, P.50.

('”’) FCO 93/ 1863, Letter from British Embassy Tripoli, to FCO,
London, Jun. 7, 1979, 'Qadhafi's interview with De Borchgrave'.

('**) Geoff Simons: Op. Cit., Pp.264,265.
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Annex

Letter dated 15 February 1979 from the Secretary for Foreign
Affairs of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya addressed to the

Secretary-General

The dispute between brothers, which is now taking place on the borders of
Uganda and Tenzania, is very regrettable, The continuation of this dispute will
have negative effects on the two sister States and on the whole continent of Africa,
which continues to face the aggression of its racist enemies, and continues the
struggle for the full liberation of the African peoples. Furthermore, this dispute
constitutes a threat to international peace and security.

Since the beginning of the dispute, the Socialist People's Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya made intensive efforts to bring te an end the blood letting in the heart
of Africa. Immediately after President Julius llyerere's announcement that
Ugandan troops had crossed the eastern borders and entered into Tanzania, the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya began to work for the evacustion of the Ugandan troops. The Libyean
Arab Jamghiriyva dispatched the Secretary of Information and Cultural Affairs to the
area and received, in our country, several delepgetions from both countries.

We believe that the African peoples are able, based on the African spirit and
tradition, to solve their problems by themselves, without interference from
outside. We are confident that President Amin and President lyerere did their
utmost to avoid the dispute between their peoples and the peoples of Africa, and to
prevent escalation and outside interference. In spite of all this, we made efforts
to bring about the evacuation of the Upandan troops in a friendly manner.

We find that Fresident Amin's announcement, that Tanzanian troops have crossed
the borders and entered into Uganda, a matter or preat danger to the peace and
security of Africa and we fear that it might lead to a further complication of the
situation.

1

Therefore, Your Excellency, we deem it necessary and urgent to act, in order
to bring about a peaceful evacuation of the Tenzanian troops and to reach a
peaceful solution of this conflict, We hope that this can be achieved through the
prompt actions of Your Excellency, so that the bloodshed will be stopped aend the
energies and capabilities of the African peoples will be freed, so that they ecan be
used in the struggle for freedom against the racist enemies who now threaten them.
We believe that all African States must unite their forces and direct them against
their enemy in South Africa. Ve believe that it is our duty to make every effort
to sclve this dispute, and not allow it to be used by all those who wish to exploit
it for their benefit.

Again, Your Excellency, we hope that you will mct promptly to end this
dlSDUIE, puided by the principle that no State has the right to overthrow the
régime of another State by peaceful means or eny other means.

Dr. Ali Abulselam AL-TREIKI
Secretary for Foreipn Affairs
The Socialist People's
Libyan Arsb Jamshiriya

United Nations, Security Council, S/ 13087, Feb. 15, 1979.
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.7112 :'j— H British Embassy \Cﬁﬂ\L\.
17 PR 1979 : Tripoli
4 o ‘
f
4 April 1979 P afua =
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NENAD

FCO Zi///
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—B_La« Mudes A

Libyan Poliecy in the Uganda / Tanzanian conflict

As you lnow, we did not think last November that Qadhafi would be willing, in
response to Preaident Amin's plea for help, to become embroiled in a cenflict
between two African countries in which Libya did not have a direct stake.
Active involvement was bound to alienate moderate African countries and thus
cause a set-back to Qadhafi's ambitions to extend his area of influence in
Africa; he must have realised too that he would not get any thanks from the
West; and he must have calculated, if he was not actually told, that assistance
to imin was not to the liking of the Soviet Union which would inevitably come
under suspicion of comniving in the Libyan action. For over two months it
appeared that such considerations must have weighed with Qadhafi because he
turned down repeated requests by Amin for equipment and thus brought about a
notable cooling of relations between the two countries. We were therefore as
surprised as anybody when Qadhafi began in the middle of February to airlift
men and supplies to Uganda.

2. I need hardly say that no explanation has been provided here for the change
of policy even though coffins and weunded are returning to Tripoli. There has
not been any admission that there is any intervention in Uganda at all. The
press did not even print the statement put out yesterday by the official news
agency in English giving an equivocal denial of Libyan involvement. For the
record the text was: "The Libyans did not send any Libyan troops to Uganda but
sent several Libyan instructors and supplied Uganda with some of the fuel it
needed. The reasons for not supporting Amin, the statement added, is that Libya
is not sure yet whether Uganda is waging war with Tanzania or Ugandans are
fighting each other." At the same time the propaganda machine is warming to

its theme of the massacre of Moslems in Uganda. The latest line is that the
Tanzanian economy is on the verge of collapse, President Nyerere is losing support
and the Zanzibaris are calling for complete independence.

CONFIDENTIAL
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3¢ The nearest thing to an explanation of why the Libyans are helping Amin that
I have seen came in an unattributable interview given by the Director General of
the efficial news agency to a visiting Reuters correspondent earlier this week.
He said "We consider President Amin a Moslem revolutionary leader supporting the
Palestine cause and opposing interference in African affairs." He went on to say

that Amin was a personal friend of Qadhafi and for this resson Libya did nct
intend to abandon him in his hour of need.

4o We 8till feel uneble to give a coherent explanation of why the Libyans decided
to intervene. But as we count ourselves excused from being required to explain
Qadhafi®s actions entirely in rational terms or in terms of Libya's own interests
I put forward for consicderation several factors which may have contributed to the
decision. When the Tanzanian advance began seriously to threaten the Amin regime
and there was a risk of Amin being over-thrown the Libyans stood to lose their
entire investment in Uganda. 4As it wes unlikely that any successor regime would
be well disposed towards the Libyans it may have seemed to Qadhafi that he had no
alternative but to intervene to protect the Libyan position. He would have
calculated that there was little to be lost by incurring Tanzanian displeasure
because (as Tim David pointed out in his letter toc me of 9 March) Fresident Nyerere
was in any case suspicious and unfriendly towards Libya despite the greater pre-
dominance of Muslimes in Tanzania and the levelling socialism of both leaders.
Qadhafi may also have calculated that for the spread of Libyan influence in Africs
it was more important to be seen by his other clients ss being willing to stand by
them when in difficulty than to aveid offending the uncommitted by his intervention
He may have thought that once the Tanzanians invaded Ugandan territory his own
intervention to repel aggression would be excused or even earn hiyp some thanks.
Finally I do not think we should dismiss entirely the point made by the Director
General of the Libyan news agency that Qadhafi valued Amin's support for the
Palestine causes for Qadhafi this is, of course, an overriding issue and he would
certainly feel obliged to stand up for one of the rejectionist's mest outspoken
supporters ocutside the Arab world.

5« The above may seem an inadequate explanation of why Qadhafi should have embarke
on an expedition which was bound to be militarily hegzardous, and in which the
potential political losses were calculable while the potential gains were at best
uncertein. If so, I think that one should also bear in mind the point which I made
in my letter to you of 30 January on Qadhafi's African policies, namely that the
Libyens are badly misinformed about African affairs and tend to make mistakes by
\iudging events from en Islamie or Arab point of view. With hindsight it is clear
hat the Libyans have bitten off more than they cen chew: but it may =11 be that
on the basis of the informztion availeble to them at the time about circumstances
in Uganda, as well ps their estimate of their own military capabilities, they
thought it would be a comparatively easy task to give Amin sufficient support to
beat off the Tanzanian advance by despatching a few hundred men and several aircraf
full of equipment. Libyan arrogance knows few bounds.

CONFIDENTIAL

FCO 93/ 1865, Letter from British Embassy Tripoli, to FCO, London, Apr.4,
1979, "Libyan Policy in the Uganda/ Tanzanian Conflict".
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Libya's policy
Towards the Ugandan-Tanzanian conflict
1978-1979

Abstract

In the seventies of the twentieth century, Libya sought to
have a central role in numerous African countries, including
Uganda. and Uganda is one of them this was evident in its
intervention in the conflict between Uganda and Tanzania in the
years 1978-1979, when it supported the Ugandan regime.

This support reached its peak in March 1979 when Libya
sent nearly two thousand Libyan soldiers and military equipment
in an attempt to maintain the survival of Ugandan President Idi
Amin, yet it did not succeed in doing so, and even hundreds of
Libyan soldiers lost their lines in Uganda, as Idi Amin lost the war
and left his position. on April 11, 1979, just one month after the
Libyan forces were sent, Libya lost its most important ally in
Africa, and its relationship with the rest of East Africa, became
critical especially Tanzania.

Keywords: Libya, Uganda, Tanzania, Muammar Gaddafi, Idi
Amin, Julius Nyerere, 1978-1979.
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