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Abstract
The study aimed to study the relationship between Covid-19 and the
formation of Mortuary rites from announcing the death, washing,
shrouding, prayer, burial, mourning, the forty-seven, and physical
distancing during all of that. The study relied on the anthropological
approach with its various tools, the most important of which are:
fieldwork guide, in-depth interview, informants, participatory
observation and photography. The study found that:
1-Death is announced either by calling in mosques or through social
media, which plays a role in informing the people of the village,
whether inside or emigrants outside the village, of death and that it is
faster and easier to announce.
2- It turned out that the vast majority of those who died of Covid-19
were washed and shrouded in government hospitals or in the village
through the Ghaith team, which are few cases. Praying was performed
on them in the El-makaper mosque, in small numbers, taking into
account physical distancing. The people of the village feared that it
would be built in the form of a mosque, fearing that it would be
closed. It is also a chapel for funerals that come from outside the
village.
3-In addition to the El-makaper mosque, the researcher noted the
presence of a toilet dedicated to ablution, as well as more than one
water cooler, and that these phenomena did not exist in the research
community before the Covid-19 pandemic.
4-The burial takes place either through the "Ghaith" team, where they
provide allowances, gloves and disinfectant for the burial team of this
team, or provide that to the family of the deceased from the sons and
relatives, the allowance is disposed of by burning after burial. Prayers
are made for the dead, supplications for him, and condolences at the
cemetery.
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5-The villagers who refused to set up the mourning pavilion direct the
money of the pavilion to the "Ghaith team" in the village to purchase
oxygen tubes and medicines for patients with Covid-19.

6- Covid-19 did not affect the prevention of some rituals, including
lighting the deceased’s room, but it changed the necessity of sterilizing
the deceased’s room despite the fact that most deaths occurred in
hospitals.

7- COVID-19 changed the rituals of the forty-week period, in terms of
the small number of women, for fear of COVID-19, and consequently
disease and death.

Key words: Covid-19, Mortuary rites.
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