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Gordon Loch, the Political Agency in Bahrain, 23 April 1937,
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48-Telegram From Political Agent, Bahrain to Political Resident, Bushire,
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IOR/R/15/2/202.
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The British Attitude towards the Qatar-Bahrain Dispute
over Zubarah Town (1950-1937)
Abstract

The Arabian Gulf region is considered one of the most border
conflict-ridden areas. We can hardly find two countries without a
border conflict between them. The British colonizer is the
responsible for the process of demarcation, a process that was
done in a way that fits his interests and facilitates controlling the
region. Consequently, the Qatar- Bahrain relationship is marked
with tension caused by the dispute over Zubarah town. The
origins of this conflict are dated back to the eighteenth century
when the two countries were established and the Sheikhdoms of
Qatar and Bahrain rivaled to impose sovereignty over the city. In
1878, when Britain announced the two emirates as two separate
political entities; Qatar ruled by the family of Thani and Bahrain
ruled by the family of Khalifa, there was no accurate process of
demarcation between the two emirates. On the contrary, these
borders remained vague and uncontentious for its uselessness.
However, with the emergence of petroleum in the region, the
controversy arose between the two countries over Zubarah town
in 1937. The unstable situation between the two countries over
Zubarah town continued till the beginning of 1950 when Britain
reached a provisional settlement of the dispute.

Keywords: Britain, Qatar, Bahrain, Zubarah, Qatar Petroleum
Corporation.
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