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Antisthenes' Criticism of Civilization

Abstract

This research is concerned with tackling the problem of
Antisthenes’ criticism of civilization. Antisthenes' is one of the
prominent pioneers and figures of the Cynicism school as well as being
one of its founders. As it emphasizes role of time and history in the
formation of individuals’ and the society’s cultural structure well as
highlighting their effect on outcomes that have accepting or rejecting
reactions from those of critical positions. Such attitudes towards those
outcomes are based on their philosophical inclinations as well as being
based on rationales whether they are consistent and admissible or
not.

This view of Antisthenes' who provided a strong criticism for
elements and factors of the Greeks’ cultural and civilization structure
is influenced by Homer’s symbolism and the discursive Gorgias
instructions and Socrates’ philosophy of self-disciple. Antisthenes'
tackled this critical view to the most important factors of cultural
progress through:

Criticizing philosophy of governance and philosophical conceptions.
Criticizing moral conceptions.

Criticizing primitivism and irresponsibility.

Refuting mythology of common religion.

The researcher based this study on adopting the analytical and
critical approach in order to understand and conceptualize the
concerned philosophical notion, then to illustrate its consistency, and
then to make use of it in our contemporary life through checking and
criticizing the concerned notions in order to distinguish between their
merits from their demerits. Thus, one could identify their dangers on
both constructing and deconstructing individuals and the society.
Accordingly, their application could be a solution for maintaining a
better construction of real life.

Keywords: criticism, civilization, Antisthenes, concept, virtue.
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