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Abstract

Fiction Story Elements in the Hebrew Magama

Hebrew Magama genre emerged from the yy™ century (xth
century Hiriy. With the rise of the Andalusian Hebrew
culture, Jewish translators translated treasures of Arabic literary
works into Hebrew. Among these works were Kalila Wa
Dimna, which gained great importance within Jewish readers
at the time. A number of Jewish authors tried to mimic Kalila
Wa Dimna, like Yusuf ben Zbarah (yy¢. —y. .y in his book
@YY 190) “The Elegance Book”. Other authors started to
mimic Al-Hariri in composing the Magama, until Yehuda Al-
Harizi came up with his two Hebrew books; (?X°n°X n1nann)
“The Eitil Magama” and ¢1m5nn)“Tahkmuni”. Afterwords,
Al-Harizi eventually became the leader of the Hebrew
Maqama.
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Magqama can be defined as: “An Arabic literary genre, which is
structured by composing short paragraphs in rhymed prose.
Too, it can be defined as a speech, or a series of speeches, that
are recited within groups or literary meetings. The speech is
usually narrated in forms of short stories written in an organised
style. The stories are narrated by a sole narrator, who takes one
companion in his journeys, who is also known as the “hero”.
The Magama content usually offers guidance and advices, or it
criticizes some negative attitudes in a certain society.

The study at hands investigates two Magamas; one by Al-
Harizi: "pxwwi" “Marriage”, and the other one by Yusuf ben
Zbara "no21on"“The Laundrywoman”. This is due to the fact
that the two Maqgamas share the same content, which is the
“Marriage Betrayal”. The study compares the treatment of the
“Marriage Betrayal” in the two Maqgamas in light of the
modern short story elements. It investigates the main elements
in the Maqama genre, which might be turned out to become
the origin of the modern short story and perhaps was later
developed into new style that does not adhere to rhymed prose
and overwhelming rhetoric writing style. Possibly, the
Magama genre used to fill the gap in the two main genres at
the time; the story and the article writing, which resulted from
the developing literary genres at Medieval period.

This article 1s divided into three sections and a summary:
Section one: The history of the Magama — The Hebrew short

story
Section two: Introduction and Characters
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Section three: Plot and End

Summary: Includes the main study results followed by a list of
references.

This paper uses the analytical approach to analyse the content
of the two Hebrew Maqamas, and it illustrates the short story
elements employed in the two texts. The main elements that
can be usually found in short stories include: Plot, Time, Place,
Characters and End. In addition to these elements, Magamas
have additional two elements: Narrator and Hero, with unique
Magama structure, content and subjects.
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