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Abstract:
This study aimed at assessing the awareness of the social
effects of cyber extortion phenomenon in Saudi families by
determining the parents’ understanding level of its concept,
knowing their perspectives on the reasons behind its
prevalence and its consequences, as well as measuring the
significance of parents’ awareness according to some
demographic variations. In order to achieve these aims, the
researcher relied on the scientific approach; descriptive
analysis, while applying Sample Survey Method (SSM), using
a three-point scale — in the form of Thurstone scale - that has
been approved as a trusted and fixed scale. The target
population is determined to be from the parents in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, and a purposive sampling was chosen using the
only available way; simple random sample. This sample
reached 1134 parents of students of difterent stages; primary,
intermediate and secondaryy. This survey had been executed
electronically on social media platforms, and the research
reached some scientific findings like existing a good
understanding of the concept “cyber extortion” and its forms
as well as existing a good awareness of its social consequences.
Advanced statistical analysis found that there is no statistical

significance between males and females regarding their vision
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for the main factors of Cyber Extortion phenomenon
prevalence, while there is a statistical significance between
them regarding its consequences in favor of females.

This research has proposed some recommendations. One of
them is the focusing on the social effects of using the
technology and its electronic apps, through running
awareness-raising programs that aim at explaining the danger
of “Cyber Extortion” on individuals, families and
community. Another recommendation is the necessity for
working on the preventive aspects through creating social-

media accounts, concerned with dissemination of the social

awareness and  cultivation of “Cyber  Extortion”
phenomenon.
Key words: Social awareness — phenomenon — cyber

extortion — family — Saudi community
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