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The Oil Concessions in the Farasan Islands and

Britain's Attitude towards them (1910-1934,

This research sheds light on the foreign Oil Concessions
in the Farasan Islands of the Idrisi princedom in Asir during
the period from 1910 to 1934. At that time, foreign
companies were competing to win the privilege of excavating
the Farasan petroleum. Britain has succeeded - through

British companies - in exploiting the government of Idrisi’s
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need for funds to meet its local needs and military
requirements to confront Imam Yahya bin Hamid in Yemen,
and has attempted to obtain the privilege to excavate
petroleum there in order to protect its trade that crosses the
Red Sea passing through the Farasan Islands to reach India
and China. Italian policy has frustrated the hopes of British
companies 1in achieving their strategic, political and
commercial ambitions to exploit the petroleum privilege in
Farasan in reality. This was the case until 1934, when the
Farasan Islands became pure Saudi islands by Abdul Aziz Al
Saud.
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15— Karsh  Efraim and Karsh, Inari , Myth in the Desert, or Not

the Great Arab Revolt, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 33, No. 2
Apr., 1997), p. 288.
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