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abstract

The name Bab al-Sha’ria goes back to a Moroccan
Berbers tribe inhabited the area with the Arab conquest of
Egypt. The fact that a large part of the district lies outside
Cairo’s walls has made it a hub for environmentally-
threatening industries (e.g., abattoirs), vast space-consuming
industries (e.g., grain storage), and the associated crafts and
stores (e.g., abattoirs and cooking tools for chefs and
restaurants, and shoe-makers’ workshopsy that were
forbidden inside the city walls.

With 1,03 km2, Bab al-Sha’ria is one of the smallest
district of Cairo governorate, covering approximately 0.1% of
the governorate’s total land area. It is further subdivided into
11 shiakhas. The commercial role of the qism is illustrated

dramatically by its dominant commercial use, with 20% of its
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total land use, compared to just 3-4% of world cities. It
comprises approximately (7596y wholesale-licensed trade
stores, covering six business activities: food, restaurant
equipment, leather goods, clothes, detergents, and packaging.
Nevertheless, it has a total population of approximately 0.5%
of the total population of Cairo.

In 2017, roughly 2.2% of the total population involved in
economic activities were engaged in trade. Trade in leather
goods attracted the most workers (30%), followed by
packaging, detergents, and foods and restaurant equipment
with 23.4%, 19%, and 10% respectively.

Workers in wholesale trade in Bab al-Sha’ria were found
to live in 16 districts of Greater Cairo: 11 in Cairo
governorate, 3 in Giza, and 2 in Al-Qaliubyya. These
workers came from 12 governorates of Egypt (both the Delta
and Upper Egypt were represented by 5 governorates each)
and four foreign countries (Syria, Sudan, Palestine, and
Chinay.

Of Cairo governorate, 11 districts were registered as
exporters of goods and raw materials to wholesale trade
stores, workshops, and laboratories in Bab al-Sha’ria, with
Al-Obour city being the largest exporter. Exporters from
within Egypt included 6 governorates; Al-Qaliubyya placed
first. Exporters worldwide included five countries: China,
India, Australia, Turkey, and Argentina.

Bab al-Sha’ria trade force spread to eight countries; three are

European (Poland, Romania, and Croatiay, four are African
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(Libya, Sudan, Gabon, and Kenya), and one i1s Asian
Kingdom of Saudi Arabiay. The district extended its
commercial force within Egypt to include all the
governorates except for Alexandria and North Sinai; the two
districts of Al-Musky and Minshyet Nasser were the most

commercially dominated by Bab al-Sha’ria.
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