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Abstract:

The best investment in Egypt is to invest in its children,
because they are the largest population among Egypt's
citizens, and their welfare and well-being largely determine
the future progress and well-being of the state, as they
determine Egypt's future and its path to prosperity. Failure to
invest in children leads to miss opportunities that cannot be
retrieved later. Today's poor children are the poor fathers of
tomorrow. This would extend poverty from one generation
to another, leading to a slowdown in the state's development
rates. In fact, Egypt lags behind middle-income countries —
far beyond the mention of emerging economies — in
promoting basic levels of health, nutrition, and education for
most of the most vulnerable groups, children and young
people. This reality can be improved and changed only by
adopting a strong package of policy interventions, particularly
realistic, objective and successful economic policies.

Although some positive results have been achieved in
Egypt's economic policies to address the decline in private
investment and declining exports, this positive impact has no
longer benefited all levels of society, and a large proportion of
small enterprises have faltered, and the standard of living for
many citizens has consequently been reduced. Despite the
significant progress in many areas, including legislative and

economic reforms, millions of Egyptian children are still

Yo



S ¢t Ogpially ol sl

living in poverty today and face the prospect of future
transfers of this deprivation to their children.

In the face of this contradictory and swinging situation
between talking about Egypt's economic reform policies at
the level of the official state discourse, which carries high
optimism and constant reassurances to citizens, and the low
living reality of Egyptian families, especially the poor in the
border provinces and remote areas, which is expected to have
a negative impact on the situation of children in these
governorates, the most important question is: What are the
implications of Egypt's economic reform policies on
children’s quality of life in the border provinces?

Some sub-questions arise from this question:

1- What is the location of the border governorates on the
map of Egypt's development disparities?

2-What are the quality of life indicators for the inhabitants of
the border areas?

3-What are the implications of economic reform policies for
the population of the border governorates in general and
children in particular?

4-What are the mechanisms for achieving the quality of life
for the children of these provinces?

The results of the study indicates a decrease in quality of
life indicators in most border provinces, which negatively
affects the lives of the children, especially in the fields of
education, health, culture and entertainment. In addition,

anti-poverty policies in Egypt, particularly child poverty, are
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ineftective because they not only reach target groups but also
reach people who do not deserve them. The poverty rate in
the border provinces is also shown from year to year, which
thwarts attempts to improve the quality of life of the people
of these provinces, especially children. It is also noted that
although Egypt's Sustainable Development Strategy 2030 has
adopted the concept of sustainable development as a general
framework intended to improve the quality of life now and in
the future by focusing on the three dimensions: economic,
social and environmental, and its explicit recognition in the
fifth axis of the social dimension of social justice by providing
mechanisms for protection against the risks of life, supporting
marginalized segments of society, and protecting the welfare
of the most disadvantaged groups, it is not explicitly and
directly concerned with how to achieve this in the border
provinces in general and the children of these areas in

particular in order to improve their quality of life.
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