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An Abstract

The Letter of Knowledge in the Novel, "The Shadow of the
Snake" . "An Epistemological Study".

The research Proposes that the novel as a literary genre has
very much benefited by other types of literature such as
poetry and drama. Not only that, but the novel may also
benefit from non-literary writings in Psychology, Sociology,

Philosophy, Mythology and History.

"The Shadow of the Snake" has benefited from Poetry,
Mythology, History, Old Testament and the Holy Quran, in
addition to Ibn Manthour's "Lisan Al. Arab".

The research aims at studying the epistemological side of
novel in other words, the epistemological theory, in an
attempt to reach the epistemological Methods adopted by
Yousef Zidan in showing his attitudes which he likes to

convey to his readers.

From Mythology, the novel adopted the idea of the divine
temale through depicting "Thoama" as divine. The novel also
made the character of the mother as a personification of the
goddess of the world who was a female. The images of the
first goddess depicted through the mother were Inanna,

Ishtar, Isis and Artimes.

Also she mother's image implied the idea of the divine female

through menstrual period and delivering children, in addition
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to the idea of man's violation of this divine right through the

myth of Zeus, the Greek god.

From History, the novel introduced the character of the
mother to be influenced by the ancient history of pharaohs
and the Ashuris. And she manipulated history to support her
ideological concept of the divine female. The novel has
benefited from the character of Seramis, Hatchepsut,

Nevertiti and Cleopatra.

In referring to the Bible and the Holy Quran, the novel did
not mention scripts in support of the idea of the divine
female, but it concentrated on defending the female as what it

has quoted were scripts that undermine females.

The mother employed poetry to prove the concept of the
divine female which she was trying to prove in her letters to
her daughter. She used to lamenting poems by Abi Al. Taieb
Al. Motanabi.

The mother also used dictionaries and morphology to prove

the idea of the divine female.
The research has come out with the following conclusions:

_ The writer's selection of the epistolary technique to show
the mother's opinions was successful because he wanted to
show her opinions with no presence of any reaction by any
other character in the plot. The letters carry the opinion of

the sender irrespective of the opinion of the receiver.

YVY
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_ The writer wanted to transfer the conflict among the
characters of the novel to be between the reader and mother's
opinions. The reader has discuss these opinions and to either

agree or disagree with them.

_ The novel proposes the idea of the sacred female through
the events and the letters by suggesting the concept of
purgation either literaly or conceptually. On the literal level,
the mother shows that the menstrual cycle does not imply
impurity or being filthy because the idea of blood, coming
out monthly, the female declares that she owns the secret of
life.

On the level of ideas, the mother resorted to mythology and
ancient goddesses to confirm the idea of divine female. Also,
the mother made this clean by resorting to ancient history

and the female characters that influenced human history.
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