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Abstract:

This thesis introduces an applied research study on popular
literary heritage in the field of comparative literary studies. The
thesis has tackled one of the most significant historical and social
phenomena which societies and cultures witness in times of
regression and decline: [4-Shattara], or the phenomenon of
‘trickster cunningness’. Popular sentiment has celebrated this
phenomenon in diverse cultures and has made its kinsmen popular
heroes, whose actions and stories were glorified and passed down
by popular imagination, becoming popular heroes and artistic
models in literary and popular heritage. The essence of this
research study is to highlight this phenomenon and its heroes in
popular heritage by way of the texts and stories of the most two
famous artistic models of tricksters and adventurers in the Arabic
and British popular cultures: the trickster ‘Ali al-Zaibaq in the
Arabic culture and the outlaw Robin Hood in the British culture.
The thesis objective traces similarities and differences between the
two artistic models in the studied texts. The thesis proceeds with an
examination of the origins of these similarities and differences
created by the popular imagination of both cultures in the political,
cultural and social systems which were prevalent in the Arab and
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British societies at the time. The thesis, therefore, adopts a
comparative research approach affiliated with the perspective of
the American school which uses historicist and critical approaches
to serve comparative literatures and excludes the condition of
historical relationships. The thesis has sprung from a number of
central problem statements and has aroused subsidiary questions
demanded by the nature of this research study. These questions are
manifested in: underscoring the basic elements which distinguish
the stories and folktales of this literary genre from other popular
folktales; stressing how far the texts and folktales of this literary
genre have agreed and disagreed in diverse popular cultures,
especially in the Arab and British cultures to which both artistic
models and the studied popular heroes belong; and exhibiting how
far the two artistic models of ‘Ali al-Zibaq and Robin Hood agreed
and disagreed and the evolution of their narrative structures and
adaptations.This research study has revealed a number of
agreements between both popular heroes ‘Ali al-Zibaq and Robin
Hood. These agreements are exemplified by: the developments
affecting their storytelling; the final structure of their artistic
models as to the conception of the witty grifter; and a number of
the formative elements of the narrative structure in their artistic
structures on the level of characters and their functions, action and
incidents, time and space, and linguistic fields and the general
architectonics. These similarities have not effaced elements of
dissimilarity between the Arab and British popular cultures as to
some details which disclosed the distinguishing features of both
cultures and their societies.

Keywords: Literature, Robin Hood, The Rogues, ‘Ali al-Zaibaq,
Comparative Literature
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® See: Oxford Dictionary of Christian Names, EG Withycombe, 1950.
®) See: Robin Hood: Encyclopaedia Britannica.See Also, Robin Hood:
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
©) See: Dobson, R. B.; Taylor, John (1977). The Rymes of Robin Hood: An
Introduction to the English Outlaw. Sutton Publishing.p. 12, 39n, and
chapter on place-names
() See: ""Robin Hood" From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
®) See: Crook, David "The Sheriff of Nottingham and Robin
Hood: The Genesis of the Legend?" In Peter R. Coss, S. D.
Lloyd, ed. Thirteenth Century England University of
Newcastle (1987).p:59-77.See Also,Dobson and Taylor, p:
XVil.
®) See: Stephen Knights, Robin Hood; A Mythic Biography,
Cornell University Press (2003), p: 5.
19 See: Luxford, Julian M. (2009). *An English chronicle entry on Robin
Hood". Journal of Medieval History. 35 (1): 70-76. From Wikipedia, the
free encyclopedia.
@D See: "David Baldwin (historian)"", Also "Roger Godberd" From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
(12 gee: Dobson and Taylor, Introduction. See Also*"Robin Hood" From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
3 See: "*Robin Hood" From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica_Eleventh_Edition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journal_of_Medieval_History
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(8 See: ""Robin Hood"" From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
19 See: Dobson and Taylor, p: 5, 16.
@) See: Dobson and Taylor, p: 14-16.
@D See: Ritson, Joseph, Robin Hood: A Collection Of All The Ancient
Poems, SongsAnd Ballads,p:1-59,Also,p:60-70.
(22 See: Dobson and Taylor, **Rhymes of Robyn Hood", p. 204.
@) See: Stephen Knights, Robin Hood; A Mythic Biography,p:64.
2% See: Dobson and Taylor, *"Rhymes of Robyn Hood", p.47,58.
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%) See: Ritson, Joseph, Robin Hood: A Collection Of All The Ancient

Poems, Songs And Ballads.p:1,2.
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@Y See: Pyle, Howard: The Merry Adventures Of Robin Hood Of Great
Renown, In Nottinghamshire,p:1,2.
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39 See: Ritson, Joseph, Robin Hood: A Collection Of All The Ancient
Poems, Songs And Ballads.p:91,107.
Véoa dgeil) ) 3 Jlall o e e alaadl aall (el 2aaf (M)
38 Roger Lancelyn, The Adventures Of Robin Hood, p:56.
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“2 Roger Lancelyn, The Adventures Of Robin Hood, p: 171.
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“9 See: Roger Lancelyn , The Adventures Of Robin Hood, p:181.
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“8 RogerLancelyn , The Adventures Of Robin Hood, p:54.
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0 pyle, Howard: The Merry Adventures Of Robin Hood Of Great
Renown, In Nottinghamshire, p: 25.
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©2 pyle, Howard: The Merry Adventures Of Robin Hood Of Great
Renown, In Nottinghamshire, p: 50.
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®7 pyle, Howard: The Merry Adventures Of Robin Hood Of Great
Renown, In Nottinghamshire, p: 5.

AVooa ul o canden (358 690 £ EA Al Al Call el 3 Ll O

JOSEPH RITSON, p:184 -186,210-212.
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Roger Lancelyn, The Adventures Of <l ¢34 A aiiid) jaad elly & k) )

Robin Hood, p:267.
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®® See: Ritson, Joseph, Robin Hood: A Collection Of All The Ancient

Poems, Songs And Ballads.p:210. And, Roger Lancelyn, The Adventures
Of Robin Hood, p:259.
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