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Using the facial expressions and head movements in
communication among children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
in the State of Kuwait
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to identify the level of impairments in
the use of facial and head expressions skill in children with Autism,
and to identify the difference in the use of facial and head expressions
in children with Autism according to the age group. The study sample
consisted of (31) children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, aged from
7 to 14 years old, who are enrolled in the autistic behavior school in
the State of Kuwait. The study measure was the manifestations of
facial and head expressions in scale for children with autism spectrum
disorder. The results of the study indicated that the highest
manifestations of the autistic child’s use of the skill of facial and head
expressions were respectively: he avoids meeting his eyes with those
who communicate with him, shows others signs of confusion in new
situations, avoids meeting his eye contact with those who
communicate with him, uses his facial expressions to express distress,
he shows signs of sadness in his face to others when he is sad. The
results also showed that there were no significant differences in the
manifestations of using facial and head expressions between the age
groups of 7 to less than 10, and from 10 to 14 years for children with
autism spectrum disorder, while statistically significant differences
were found on the following manifestations: He raises his eyebrows in
order to communicate, can express to others about pain using his
facial expressions, he uses more than one movement in the face (his
eyebrow with his lips or his lips with the eye) to express some
emotion when communicating with others, shakes his head forward to
express approval to others, shakes his head left and right to express
rejection to others, shakes his head to express his follow-up to the talk
of others, , all the differences were significant in favor of autistic
children in the age group from 10 to 14 years.
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