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From cultural identity change and negative social

learning to addiction: field research?
Dr. Amal Shams

The research aimed to determine the causes of drug abuse and
addiction, and the role of socialization institutions: (family, school,
friends) in changing cultural identity, and negative social learning in
drug addiction. Due to the low age of drug abuse among addicts in
Egypt, at the age of 11 years. A multi-dimensional problem: social,
security, political, legal, economic, cultural, religious, educational,
media and health problems.
Research problem: How were changing cultural identity and
negative social learning affect drug addiction?
cultural identity and social learning theory were used. Research
Metheds and Tools¢ descriptive, comparative approach, case study,
sample social survey, Individual and group interviews with 100
participants in the research and applied 4 interview guide, in “public
and private” addiction treatment centers in Giza and Cairo
governorates.
results: Type of drug varies according to the social milieu - Role of
friends is strong in abuse and addiction - Treatment method differs
from one clinic to another - The addict’s desire for treatment is the
most important factor in treatment - The addict’s opinion of himself
is affected by his ability to recover from addiction - the role of the
family is essential in treatment.
The research suggested: Providing psychological and social support
to children, to protect them from delinquency and addiction - target
children, young people and youth with educational and cultural
activities - Creating programs to present successful models, to
encourage young people to imitate them, in traditional and social
media - Creating initiatives that include various axes to besiege the
spread problem of drug abuse.

2 Key words: cultural identity - social learning — addiction.
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