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Drawing Inspiration from the Condolence
Theater in Al-Husayn Martyred by Abdel-

Rahman Al-Shargawi
Abstract

One of the most important axes of communication between
civilizations is for creative works to be tools of cultural cross-
fertilization.

In our study of an Arabic theatrical text by Abd Al-Rahman Al-
Shargawi: “Al-Husayn Martyred”, the Iranian theater of
consolation is inspired by a realistic model where ideas
converge between Arab theater and Iranian theater through
the story of the martyrdom of Al-Husayn Ibn Ali, dialogue and
monologue.

This study follows the principles of the French school of
comparative literature, which traces relations of influence
between Arabic and Persian literature.

The paper presents a brief view of the treatment of the
condolence theater in the Arab theater under the title "Abd Al-
Rahman Al-Shargawi as a Model” noting that this brief view is
not intended to present a verbatim history of the condolence

theater, but to draw out an introduction through which
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validates the application to Arab theater texts that draw

inspiration from the Iranian theater of condolences.

It is worth noting that the dramatic elements that Al-Shargawi
borrowed from the condolence theater are the dramatic
conflict, characterization, polyphony, monologue, dialogue as
well as Al-Shargawi's understanding of his characters and
penetration into their depths.

The language in Al-Husayn Martyred is distinguished by a
high degree of sophistication, as the writer selects the most
sublime language to the point of making his dialogue
approach the language of classical Sufi poetry.

The play is filled with internal conflicts, that is, the writer
makes many of the characters live in bitter psychological
conflicts. The rising conflict prevails in Al-Husayn Martyred so
that it grows in intensity over time.

The writer succeeds in drawing a realistic dialogue that
expresses the characters' thoughts and their viewpoint
towards the events.

There is a common denominator between the condolence
theater and the theater of Abd Al-Rahman Al-Shargawi
specifically in Al-Husayn Martyred, and that is the call for

revolution, incitement and rebellion.
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The intent of this research is to show how Arab literature met
Iranian literature, as if the condolence theater and Al-Husayn
Martyred were born simultaneously, so that each of them
grew out of the harsh conditions and tyranny that existed in
Iranian and Egyptian society. The condolence theater was
used in Iran to propagate the revolution that took place in Iran
in 1979 in order to bring down the monarchy and establish an
Islamic republic in Iran. The religious scholars and those who
instituted that revolution believed that the best way to awaken
awareness among the Iranian people and to incite them to
revolt against the Shah was to take advantage of the religious
feeling that was in the hearts of people with regard to
condolence. Al-Husayn Martyred is based on the idea of
sacrifice for the sake of the idea, or death for the honor of the
word.

Accordingly, the mourning process of Al-Husayn has more
political than religious goals, whether in Iranian or Arab
theater. The Arab and the Iranian theater have each produced
distinct poetic theater in which lamentation arouses emotions
over the killing of Al-Husayn. Gibbon says, "In a distant time
and climate, the tragic sense of Al-Husayn’s death would

awaken the sympathy of the most hard-hearted reader."
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