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Religious Perceptions in Ibn Jubayr’s Travel
Narrative

Abstract

This paper explores the religious perceptions in Ibn Jubayr’s Travel
Narrative, which is overwhelmed with intense religious feelings
and prayers to Allah to bless his steps and bestow grace upon
his journey. The paper argues that Ibn Jubayr’s narrative
captured the religious traditions of the places he visited during
the entire journey. The narrative also depicts the Islamic-
oriented behavior of the people in these destinations, which
punctuated different aspects of their daily life. The narrative
includes a highly emotional description of his visit to the Holy
Shrines in Makkah during his performance of the Hajj rituals.
Apparently, 1bn Jubayr aimed to invoke the religious feelings of
the Muslim communities worldwide and urge them to follow on
his heels and visit the sacred shrines in Al-Hejaz region.
Moreover, the narrative also delineates Ibn Jubayr’s attitudes
towards some prominent Islamic figures such as Salah Eldin Al
Ayoubi, the Muslim warrior who implemented the law of justice
among his subjects, defeated the invading armies of the
crusaders and restored Jerusalem from their occupation. Due to
his religious background, Ibn Jubayr categorized the crusaders
as invaders and aggressors. Therefore, he denied the potential of
establishing a dialogue
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