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ABSTRACT

The current study aims to examine gender differences reading and
writing, working memory, and visual motor integration as reported
by teachers’ ratings. This study also aims to investigate the
relationship between teachers' ratings of reading and writing and
both motor visual synergies and working memory. Additionally, the
study examined whether teachers’ ratings in reading and writing
could predict visual motor integration and working memory of
students referred for learning disability in the first Cycle schools in
Oman. The study employed the descriptive method. Participants
included 588 students enrolled in the Learning Disability Program
in the First Cycle schools in the Sultanate of Oman. The results
found statistically significant differences between students’ gender
differences between the mean scores of working memory and visual
motor integration in favor of males, and in visual motor integration
There were statistically significant gender differences in reading and
writing as rated by teachers in favor or female students. There were
positive correlations between students reading and writing scores
rated by teachers and students’ test scores on working memory and
visual motor integration. The study found that students’ visual
motor integration and working memory test scores could be
predicted by teachers’ ratings of reading and writing. Implications
of the study were presented and recommendations included the
value of teacher ratings in screening for learning disability in early
grades in Oman and the importance of assessing cognitive processes
which represent the core of the intra-individual differences model of
diagnosing learning disability.

Keywords: Teacher rating, visual motor integration, working
memory, Learning disability, Oman
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