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Abstract

This study aimed to identify obstacles faced in assessing and
diagnosing students with intellectual disability from the
perspective of the working team and to reveal differences
between these barriers according to roles of the working
team and their experience. It also aimed to identify solutions
to overcome these barriers. To achieve these goals, the
researcher used a qualitative research by developing an
interview which consisted of two parts. The first part is an
introduction about the importance of the study, its aim,
ethics of the interview, duration of the interview, and
primary data of participants. The second part consisted of the
interview questions. There were 7 participants of a
multidiscipline team which works in assessing and
diagnosing. The team consisted of: an intellectual disability
teacher, a social worker, a psychologist, a language and
speech therapist, a physical therapist, an occupational
therapist and a parent. The study identified a number of
obstacles which were classified into four categories:
technical barriers, administrative barriers, financial barriers
and human barriers. It was revealed that technical barriers
were the most as there were 8 barriers in this category and
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the most important of them are: lack of time devoted to the
assessment and diagnosis process and depending on the 1Q
score only in making the diagnosis decision related to the
intellectual disability. Participants of the study suggested a
number of solutions to overcome the barriers faced in
assessing and diagnosing students with intellectual disability.

Keywords: Qualitative research, teachers, specialists,
parents.
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