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The impact of social networking sites on the values of citizenship and
belonging among Omani youth ( A field study)
Dr : Nasser bin Mohammed bin Hamad Al-Awfi

Social networking sites have allowed interaction and communication
between individuals and groups, and access to different cultures, which can
affect the values of citizenship and belonging among young people, given
that young people are the most interactive groups with other cultures, and
they form the backbone of society, and the most important production
forces. From this point of view, the study aims to identify the impact of
social networking sites on the values of citizenship and belonging among
Omani youth. The study relied on the public domain theory in explaining
the study case. This study is considered a descriptive study, and it depends
on the sample survey method. The electronic questionnaire newspaper
represents the main research tool, and the validity and reliability of the
questionnaire were tested. The process of collecting quantitative and
qualitative data from the field took about two months (January and February
2021), and the sample consisted of 720 young people (males - females). The
study reached several results, the most important of which are; The effects
of social networking sites on the values of citizenship have varied,
including; Preserving and developing the nation’s gains, represented in the
development of responsibility by preserving natural resources in rank, and
preserving community resources, in addition to developing awareness of the
importance of preserving the nation’s achievements. Social networking sites
also promote the principle of justice, equality and equal opportunities
among all citizens, and support civic culture without Intellectual and
cognitive shutdown. She stressed the value of equality in its association with
citizenship, in addition to the impact of social networking sites on the value
of community participation, and the promotion of a culture of cooperation.
It also found the impact of social networking sites on the values of
belonging. Preserving the identity and elevating the culture of society and
its issues, while negatively affecting the values of belonging, in terms of
openness to the world and an attempt to dissolve the Omani identity.
Rights and duties) The recommendations of the study were: Raising
awareness among young people about the role of social networks and their
impact on the development of their personalities and guiding them to the
optimal use, the need to pay attention to social networking sites as they are
conducive to freedom of opinion and expression, and use them to strengthen
and consolidate various values, develop and consolidate the values of
citizenship.

Keywords: social networks--citizenship values--youth
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