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Study of two terracotta models representing
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Abstract:

Plants had a great and important position in various ancient times, and were
used in various fields of life and were even mentioned in myths and reached
the rank of sanctification and worship. Its symbolism was so varied that it was
used in all monotheistic religions. The palm tree is one of the most important
trees that attracted the attention of the ancient Egyptian artist, who was
influenced by palm trees and used as a fertile and inexhaustible material in
his various artworks. This was clearly shown in temples and tombs
throughout historical times.

The research deals with a study of two models of burnt clay "terracotta” of a
date palm tree that has not been published before and preserved in the Greek
and Roman Museums in the Agricultural Museum in Cairo, and the first
model of a date palm tree, and on the top appears a farmer climbing palm
trees, As for the second model of a date palm that contains only the fruits of
dates, and so the aim of this study is to shed light on these two models of date
palms, as it is one of the few and unique models that depicted a single date
palm from terracotta, and despite the numerous studies that dealt with the date
palm, there is no study that dealt with The embodiment of the date palm in a
terracotta model, as there are no previous studies that dealt with the farmer
climbing the palm tree, And how was its shape and what are its features and
the basic tools that distinguish it, in addition to identifying the importance of
date palms in Egypt during the Ptolemaic and Roman eras, and its role in
religious and worldly life, and what are the deities associated with date palms,
and whether the date palms are depicted in the same way on any of the other
arts.

This study depends on the descriptive inductive-analytical approach, in the
light of a precise descriptive study of the two date palm models, and then
followed by an analytical study that includes the material and industry
technology, with an explanation of the time period to which these two palm
trees belong by comparing them with comparative models inside and outside

Egypt.

It is clear through the study of these two models of date palms that the palm
tree has enjoyed religious and worldly importance and has spread since
ancient times as a decorative element with symbolism in every civilization
that used it.

Keywords: Date palm - Terracotta - Palm climber - Palm symbolism.
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