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Abstract

The Nasal Consonant [N} in Arabic
This paper deals with one of the Arabic consonants that

defined by some characteristics Phonetic Features that
are absent from other consonants in

Arabic, and on which speakers rely in an exceptional
way o express @ large number of different linguistic
functions. This consonant is the Dental Alveolar Liquid
{N/. For this purpose, this paper discusses a set of
phonetic features that make this sound @ special
linguistic toll in Arabic worthy of study.

The study stars from the assumption thatsounds ina
language differ in a clear way in how the language use
them, on the first hand, to form the structure of its sound
inventory, and on the other hand, in using them as
morphological unites to express different semantic
categories.

It concludes with a prove that the Dental alveolar Liquid
consonant is, par excellence, the Arabic linguistic toll
that surpasses any other consonants in either
directions.

Moreover, this consonant has some special
characteristics for expressing some functions that
speakers do not rely on any other sound in Arabic to
express.

The final aim of this paper is 0 explain the motivations
that made Arabic rely heavily on this consonant.
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