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Al-Biruni and his View of History

Dr. Riad, H. Haj Yasin
Adjunct Professor

The fourth and fifth centuries of the hijra calendar constitute a turning point
in the development of Islamic historiography as can be shown in the work of
the noted historians al-Mas’udi and al-Magqdisi. Among those who
contributed to the development of Islamic historiography in this period was
Al-Biruni. Al-Biruni was encyclopaedic, well versed in astrology,
mathematics, and natural sciences, but his contribution to the development
of Islamic historiography has not yet been studied adequately. This study
attempts to shed light on al-Biruni’s view of history as well as his method in
writing history through studying his main works, particularly his " al-
Athar al-Bagia ‘an al-kurun al-khaliya ”, and " Kitab Tarikh al-
Hind”. The study then compares his views to other prominent historians
from the same period.
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@Khalidi, Tarif, Islamic Historiography, The Histories of Ma’sudi, State
University of New York Press, Albany.1975,pp.31-32
®)Khalidi, Islamic historiography.. Masudi, p,13
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W_AL-Biruni Commemorative Volume, proceeding of the International
Congress held in Pakistan on the occasion of Millenary of Abu Raihan
Muhammed ibn Ahmed al-Biruni(973-Ca 1051 A.D), November 26 ,1973
thru December 12, 1973, Editer: Hakim Mohammed Said, Hamdard
National Foundation, Karachi , Pakistan.1979,p.232
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-Khalidi, Tarif (1975) Islamic Historiography, The Histories of Ma’sudi,
State University of New York Press, Albany.
-Sachau, Edward C (1962), Alberuni’s India, 2 volumes, Printed under the
Authority of The Government of West Pakistan,Lahore,
-Siddiqgi, Akhthar Husain- AL-Mas‘ude’s Geographic Concepts,

International Journal of Islamic and Arabic Studies, vol,7, Published by The
International Institute for Islamic and Arabic Studies, Indiana, 1990 ,
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-AL-Biruni Commemorative Volume (1979) proceeding of the
International Congress held in Pakistan on the occasion of Millenary of Abu
Raihan Muhammed ibn Ahmed al-Biruni(973-Ca 1051 A.D), November 26,
1973 thru December 12, 1973, Editer: Hakim Mohammed Said, Hamdard
National Foundation, Karachi , Pakistan.
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