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ABSTRACT

Field experiments were conduced in 2001/02 and 2002/03 sugar-best
seasons at Sakha Agric. Res, Station aiming to study the efficacy of the bacterium,
Bacillus thuringiensis (Berl.) and the fungus, Beauveria bassiana (Bals.) against
some sugar-beet insects. Insect population of sugar-beet mining moth, Scrobipalpa
ocellatelfa (Boyd.) was recduced by 36.32 and 42.13% twenty days after treatment
when Dipel 2x was applied at a rate of 2.5 g/l. in season 2001/02 and 2002/03,
resrpecitlvey. More reductions were recorded using the fungus (Biofly) at a rate of 3 x
10" conidia/m) which gave 43.63 and 47.91%, twenty days after treatment in the two
seasons, respectively. R eduction in the number of larvae and pupae of the sugar-
beet fiy, Pegomyia mixta (Vill.) were 37.26 and 47.75 by using Dipel 2x while,
applying the plants by the fungus gave more reduction, 42.27 and 57.16%, in season
2001/02 and 2002/03, respectively. However, no significant differences in insect
reductions were found between the two in biocides. Field experiments indicated that
B. thuringiensis (Dipel 2 x) and B. bassiana (Biofly) could be used efficlently against
5. ocellatella and P. mixta in sugar-beet fields.

Obtained results clearly indicated that the tortoise beetle, Cassida vittata
(Vill.} is not sensitive to B. thurngiensis and B. bassiana throughout the period of
study. Spraying of B. thuringiensis gave 14.91 and 16.42% reduction and B. bassiana
gave 22.53 and 19.97% reduction in the two seasons, 2000/02 and 2002/03,
respectively.

INTRODUCTION

Sugar-beet and s ugar-cane are the two main sugar crops in E gypt
and the world. Sugar-beet, Beta vulgaris L. is planted in Egypt in about
135.623 feddans and ahout 54.8% of this area is concentrated at Kafr El-
Sheikh Governorate (Egyptian sugar crops Council, 2000). This crop is
subjected to infestation with v arious insect pests which cause considerable
damage to the plants (Hammad, 1956; Hafez et al., 1970; Hosny et al., 1983;
Abo Saied Ahmed, 1987, Abo Aiana, 1991; Abd El-Ghany, 1895, Abd El-
Kareim and Awadalla, 1998, El-Khouly, 1998; Talha, 2001 and Shalaby,
2001).

Sugar beet mining moth, Scrobipalpa ocellatelia (Boyd.), sugar beet
fly. Pegomyia mixta (Vill.) and sugar beet beetle, Cassida vittata (Vill.) were
found to be the most abundant insects in sugar beet fields at Kafr El-Sheikh
region (Metwally ef &/., 1987). These insects can cause a significant decrease
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in plant foliage, root yield and root sugar content (Hosny et al,, 1983 and Abo-
Saied Ahmed, 1987).

The idea of insect pest control using micro-organisms, so called
microbial control, dates back to the middle last century (Steinhaus, 1949).
Recently, studies on applied control of insects by entomogenous bacteria,
viruses and fungi have received a considerable attention (Jagues, 1970;
Smith and Prior, 1980; Mulla et al, 1982; Wulf, 1983; Tuan, 1995; Gomaa,
1998 and Metwally, 2000}.

' The present study was carried out for two successive seasons;
2001/02 and 2002/03 at Sakha Agric. Res. Station under field condition to
evaluate the efficacy of the fungus, Beauvena bassiana (Balsamo} {under the
commercial name Biofly) and the bacterium, Bacillus thuringiensis (Berl.)
(Dipel 2x) to control sugar-beet mining moth; S. ocelfatella, sugar beet fly, P.
mixta and sugar-beet beetle, C. viftala.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Efficacy of two biocide preparations were tested under field condition
against sugar-beet insects in 2001/2002 and 2002/2003 seasons. These are
Dipel 2x (6.4% WP, 32000 1U) having Bacillus thuringiensis and Biofly (3 x 10
conidia/ml) having Beauveria bassiana. The experimental field was divided
into 9 plots (3 treatments x 3 replicates), each plot measured 1/50 fed.
Raspoly sugar beet variety was sown on 15 November in both seasons and
all agricultural practices were followed without insecticides. When sugar beet
plants reached 4 month-old, the plants were treated with Dipel 2x at a rate of
2.5 g, and Biofly at arate of 3 x 107 conidia/mi, using CP3 Knapsack sprayer,

The efficacy of treatments was based on the number of survived
larvae and pupae of S. ocellatella and P. mixta and larvae, pupae and adults
of C. viftata on 10 plantsiplot at 5, 10, 15 and 20 days after application
compared with the control.

Reduction percentages in population densities were calculated
according to Abbott equation (1925). Statistical analysis of variance were
done after Duncan (1955) and Snedecor, 1956).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. Sugar-beet mining moth, Scrobipalpa ocellatella (Boyd.):

Data in Table (1) show the reduction of S. oceflatella larvae and
pupae after treating sugar-beet plants with the bacterium, B. thuringiensis (2.5
¢/l) in season 2001/02 ranged from 25.91 to 51.23% with average reduction of
36.32% reduction. Treatmg the plants with the fungus, B. bassiana with a
concentration of 3 x 107 conidia/mi caused higher effect, as the fungus was
capable of reducing the population densities by 33.71, 57.31, 43.28 and
40.22%,5,10,15and 20 days after treatment with an average of 43.63%
reduction.
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In 2002/03, the effect of treating the sugar beet plants with B.
thuringiensis ranged from 29.21 to 52.92 with an average reduction of
42.13%, while the fungus gave more effect, ranging between 32.33 to 56.23%
with an average of 47.91%.

These results are in agreement with those of El-Sufty (1878) and
Mansour (1999) as they found that B. bassiana was effective against
Scrobipalpa ocellatella and caused a significant reduction in larval population

2. The sugar beet fly, Pegomyia mixta (Vill.):

Table (2) revealed that application of Dipel 2x was effective and
reduced the population density of larvae by an average of 37.26% whereas
Biofly gave 42.27% reduction in the first season 2001/02. In 2002/03 season,
both Dipel 2x and Biofly were more effective and c aused higher r eduction;
47.75 and 54.16%, respectively. The higher reduction occurred between 10"‘
and 15™ days after treatment. Comparing these results with those obtained for
the beet mining moth, it appears that the two biocides are more effective
against P. mixtathan S. oceflatella. However, control of the two insects by
these biocides was satisfactory.

The above results are in agreement with those of Mansour (1999)
and Shalaby (2001) in a similar study, as they found that the biopreparations
of the two compounds were effective against P. mixla and caused a
significant reduction.

3. The tortoise beetle, Cassida vittata (Vill.):

Data in Table (3) indicate that treating sugar beet plants by the
baclerium gave 14.91% as an average reduction in 2001/02, white, the fungus
gave 22.53%. T hese results are insufficient when compared to those of S.
ocellatella and P. mixta.

Data of 2002/03 tock nearly the same trend. The reduction in C.
vittata population was low; 16.42, 19.97% when the bacterium and the fungus
were applied at concentration of 2.5 g/L, 3 x 107 conidia/mi, respectively.

Abo-Aiana (1991) indicated that the fungus, B. bassiana was not

virulent against C. viftata larvae, since larval mortality ranged between 4.4
and 26.8% depending on the fungus concentration.
El-Khouly (1998} evaluated the efficacy of Dipel 2x against different stages of
C. viftata and found that Dipel 2x reduced the egg population by 49.39 two
days after application. In a similar study, Shalaby (2001) found that Dipel 2x
reduced C. vittata by 27.78%.

These results are promising in controlling these key pests of sugar-
beet plants. Furthermore, using these biocontrol agents are safe to human-
beings, animals and environment. On the other hand, biocides are less
harmful to natural enemies than insecticides (Metwally, 2000 and Shalaby,
2001).
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