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ROOT - KNOT NEMATODES (Meloidogyne spp.)
PARASITIZING CUCUMBER (Cucumis sativus L.) AND
WATERMELON (Citrullus lanatus Nakai.) IN HAMA
PROVINCE, SYRIA

Abd Al - Aziz, S.; Mariam A. Al-Khader and K. Al-Assas
Plant Protection Dept., Fac. of Agric., Damascus Univ., Syria

ABSTRACT
A survey was conducted to identify the root- knot nematodes
associated with cucumber (Cucumis sativus L.) and watermelon
(Citrullus lanatus Nakai.) in Syria in eight regions of Hama Province:
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Halfaia, Al- Itamina, Khaffar Zeta, Kurnaz, Khetab, Zor- Abo Zeed,
Kufr- Alton and Khurba- Dames. A survey was conducted since the
beginning of June until last September 2012. The study included
extraction and identification of root- knot nematodes parasitizing
cucumber and watermelon to level species and determination of
percentage of infection in the two crops in all regions of study as well.
Perineal pattern of females revealed the presence of the southern
root-knot nematode, Meloidogyne incognita in 69% of cucumber and
43% of watermelon fields. Moreover, gall numbers reached 50 and 24
galls/5 grams of roots of cucumber and water melon with root gall
index amounted to 4.0 and 3.0 respectively.

Keywords: cucumber, watermelon, root knot nematodes, survey.
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