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EFFECT OF N + P AND MANGANESE FERTILIZATION
LEVELS ON GROWTH AND SEED YIELD OF SOYBEAN
(Glycine Max, L.. Merill).

Allam, S. A.
Dept. of Agron., Fac. of Agric., Moshtohor - Zagazlg Univ.

ABSTRACT

Two field experiments were conducted at the Experiment and Research
Center, Faculty of Agriculture at Moshtohor, Zagazig University during 1996 and 1987
seasons. Experiments were designed to study the response of growth and seed yield
of soybean to levels of N + P fertilizer { N O + P 0, 30 kg N + 15 kg P.Osffed and 60 kg
N + 30 kg P;Og/fed) and manganese levels {0, 2.5, 5.0, 7.5 and 10.0 kg/fed) as soil
application in combination of 15 treatments. Increasing NP fertilization rates up to 60
kg N + 30 kg P,Csffed significantly increased plant heighf, number of branches,
number of pods and seeds per plant, seed yield per plant, 100-seed weight, seed
yield (kgffed) and protein percentage of soybean.However this treatment decreased
oil percentage of seeds. Plant height, number of branches/plant number of pods and
seeds per plant, seed yield per plant, 100-seed weight, seed yield (kg/fed). As will as
protein and oil percentages increased significantly by increasing manganese level up
to 5.0 kg/fed.

Higher seed yield per plant, 100-seed weight as well as seed vyield (kgffed),
protein and oil percentages significantly increased by application of N + P fertilizer at
60 kg N + 30 kg P20sffed with 5.0 kg/fed of manganese as soil application in the two
growing seasons, respectively.it could be concluded that under the circumstance of
these experiments, would recommended to fertilize soybean with 60 kg N +
30 kg P,0sffed with soil application of 5.0 kg/fed Mn (Mn-EDTA-15 % Mn).

INTRODUCTION

Soybean (Glycine max, L. Merill) is a promising crop due to its value for
both human and animal feeding. It is a unique legume crop which provides rich
amonts of both oil and protein. It contributes weli in solving the protein — energy
malnutrion problems that exist in the rural parts on the international and national
evils. Seed yield depends on the available varieties, environmentatl conditions
and management practices. Among such practices is the appropriale fertilization
with macro and micronutrients. Increasing nitrogen rates increased plant height,
pods number/plant, 100-seed weight and seed yieldffed (Abd-Alla, 1983 ; Attia,
1883 ; Sultan et al., 1988 and Rady el al. 1988). Protein and seed percentages
were increased whereas oil percentage decreased by increasing nitrogen rates
{Attia, 1983 ; Rady el al, 1988 and Sharief, 1993). Pal et al. {1989) reported that
increasing P,0s rates up to 26 4 kg/ha increased seed yield by 21 % over the
control. Maximum ptant height, branches and pods number/piant as well as seed
yield/fed were obtained by applying 60 kg N + 30 kg P,0:/fed (Kandil, 1985 and
Sharief, 1923). Also, seed yield/acre was increased by 102 % as a resulis of
MnSo, application at a rate of 3.6 kgfacre (Soliman and Farah, 1985). Whereas,
in other studies. Mascagni and Cox (1985) found that seed vieldtha was
increased by foliar application of MnSo, application at a rate of 0.6 kg/ha.

Conceming to the combined application of macro and micronutrients,
Soliman and Farah {1985} indicated that the application of 40 kg N + 30 kg
P,Os/acre with foliar application of MnSo, application at a rate of 3.6 kg/acre
recorded maximum increases in seed yield of soybean.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Two field experiments were carried out at the Research and
Experimental Center of the Faculty of Agriculture at Moshtohor, Zagazig
University, during the two successive growing seasons of 1996 and 1997,
The soil of the field experiment was clay in texture with pH value of 7.9 and
1.9 % organic matter content, 30 ppm available P, 17.8 ppm available N and
6 ppm available Mn. The proceeding crop in both seasons was Egyptian
clover (Trfolium alexandrinum, L.). Each experiment included fifteen
treatments which were the combination between three treatments of N + P
and five levels of Mn.

Experimental design was split-plot with four replicates. The three
treatments of N + P were randomly arranged in the main plots which were:

1- NO PO; Without any application of N or P {control).
2- N30 P15: 30 kg N + 15 kg P;Os/fed were applied.
3- N&0 P30: 80 kg N + 30 kg P,Qs/fed were applied.

The five levels of manganese were randomly allocated in the sub plots.
These levels were 0, 2.5, 6.0, 7.5 and 10.0 kg Mn/fed applied to the soail
Experimental unit area was 10.5 m? (1/400 fed).

Soybean seeds cv. Clask were sown on May 10™ and May 5" in the first and
second growing seasons, respectively. All of the other recommended cultural
practices as in the region were followed properly in both seasons. Plants
were thinned to two plants/hill at 10 cm a part after three weeks from sowing.
Nitrogen fertilizer was applied in the two equal doses before the first and
second irrigation in the form of Urea (46 % N). Phosphorus was applied at
planting as caicium superphosphate (15.5 % P,0s/fed). Manganese (as Mn-
EDTA-15 % Mn) was broadcasted and thoroughiy mixed into the soil {with
cultivation) before the first irrigation.

At harvesting, samples of 10 plants were randomly chosen from each
plot to estimate the following studied parameters: plant height {cm), number
of branches/plant, number of pods/plant, number of seeds/plant, seed
yield/plant (g), 100 —seed weight, protein and oil percentages. Meanwhile,
seed yield (kg/fed) was determined from inner three ridges of each sub plots.
Seeds protein percentage determination was carried out by the improved
microkjeldahl method. Qil content in the seeds was also estimated according
ta the A.O.A.C., 1980 method.

The recorded data were statistically analysed and differences between
means were compared using the Least Significant Differences (LSD) as
indicated by Snedecor and Cochran (1867).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

|- Effect of N + P fertilizer treatments:
A- Growth, yield and its components:

Results in Table (1) show that plant height and number of
branches/plant were significantly affected by N + P the applied fertilization
treatments. Increasing N + P rates up to 60 kg N + 30 kg P,Osffed
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significantly recorded increases of plant height and number of branches/plant
compared with the control and applied of 30 kg N + 15 kg P,QOgfed. This
trend was expected since nitrogen prolonged the vegetative period resulting
in increased of the metabolic process within the plants through their direct
effect on the photosynthesis and on the enzymatic reaction. Similar
conclusion were reported by Kandil (1985) and Saker ¢t al. (1988).

[t is clear from the data in Table 1 that number of pods/plant, number of
seeds/plant, seed yieid per plant and 100-seed weight increased when
soybean plants were fertilized with N + P Results in this Table showed that
all yield components of soybean were significantly affected by application of
N + P rates compared with the control in beth seasons. Increasing N + P
fertilization up fo 80 kg N + 30 kg P,Osffed significantly gave the highest
values of the number of pods/plant, number of seeds/plant, seed yield per
plant and 100-seed weight as compared with the control and the other
treatment {30 kg N + 15 kg P,Og/fed). These results were obtained in the two
growing seasons. Meanwhile, similar results were obtained by Sharief (1993}
and Osman ef al. (2000).

These resuits could be due to the well known facts that nitrogen has a
major effect on most of the major plant constituents as amino-acids, proteins,
chlorophyll, enzymes, vitamins and organic acids. Such constituents enhance
the growth and productivity of crop plans. Also, phosphorus has a major role
in photosynthesis activities, energy transfer and carbohydrates metabolism of
plants. Mareover, it is a part of the cells, nucleus, and it is present in the
cytoplasm, and its role in cell division in very essential.

The importance of N and P in plant functions was refiected on the
studied growth parameters and the yield and its components of soybean.

Data also indicate that seed yield in kg/fed was significantly affected by
N + P application in the two growing seasons as shown in Table 1. The
highest soybean seed vield (kg/fed) was produced by increasing N + P rate
up to 60 kg N + 30 kg P,Qs/fed, while the lowest seed vield was obtained
from the control treatment in the two seasons. The increases in seed yield/fed
of soybean due to the increases in pods and seeds number per plant as well
as 100-seed weight as a result of increasing N + P fertilizer fevels were
similarly described by Abd-Alla (1983) ; Kandil (1985) ; Rady ef af. (1988} and
Sharief (1993).

B- Chemical compaosition:

In each of the two growing seasons, protein and ol percentages of
soybean were significantly affected by N + P fertilization treatments as
presented in Table 1. Increasing N + P rates up to 60 kg N + 30 kg P,0/fed

significantly increased protein percentage however, il percentage was
decreased compared to the control treatment {no N + P fertilizer) and other
fertilization treatment of 30 kg N + 15 kg P,Osffed in the two growing
seasons. Similar resulls were recorded by Attia (1983) Rady ef a/. {(1988) and
Sharief {1993)
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lI- Effect of manganese application:
A- Growth, yleld and its components:

Data in Table 2 indicated that the effect of manganese on plant height
and number of branches/plant were significantly affected in the two seasons.
Taflest plants and highest number of branches of soybean plants were
recorded by soil application of Mn at a rate of 5.0 kg/fed compared to the
other manganese ferilization levels of 2.5, 7.5 and 10.0 kg/fed as well as the
control (no Mn added) during the two seasons. Such effect of Mn may be due
to the stimulation of the metabolic process on the plants through their direct
effect on the enzymatic reactions and activities as recorded by Abd EL-
Gawad et al. (1988) and Sharief (1993) who reported that microelements as a
spray tended to increase the concentration of chlorophyll a + b and
carotenoids as well. These result will increasing photosynthesis and
encourage plant growth and number of branches per plant in growth and
development processes.

Results in Table 2 reveal that, soil application of Mn at a rate of 5.0
kg/fed significantly increased number of pods, number of seeds and seed
yield per plant as well as 100-seed weight in the two growing seasons
compared with the check treatment {no Mn added). Over the two seasons,
the applied Mn at a rate of 5.0 kg/fed recorded the highest values of these
parameters compared with the other treatments. Such results might be due to
the effect of Mn on some physiological processes in soybean plants. Such
obtained data indicate that seed yield per feddan of soybean significantly
increased at any of the applied manganese fertilization compared to the
control in the two seasons (Table 2). Application of Mn at a rate of 5.0 kgffed
recorded the highest soybean yield (kg/fed} in the two growing seasons. Such
results could be due to the obtained increases in pods and seed number per
plant which may have resulted from either the additional flower production
and/or the reduced abartion of flowers or pods {Banks, 1982) Similar results
were obtained by Abd EL-Gawad et al (1983), Sakr et al (1988), Sharnef
(1993) and Sultan et al. (2003).

B- Chemical composition:

The results in Table 2 reveal that, soil application with Mn significantly
increased each protein and oil percentages in soybean seeds in the two
growing seasons. Highest protein and oil percentages were recorded when
soybean plants were fertilized with Mn at a rate of 5.0 kg/fed in the two
studied seasons. Whereas, the lowest values were recorded for the highest
rate of manganese {10 kg Mn/fed}. Similar results were found by Abd EL-
Gawad et al. {1988} and Saker et al. {1988).

The positive effect of Mn in increasing protein and oil percentages in
seeds may be mainly attributed to the fact that Mn plays an important role in
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protein synthesis through some of the enzymatic activities. So, Mn more likely
acts as an enzyme stimulus for a variety of metabolic and enables functions
in plants, while all lead to more growth and productivity of crop plants

lil- The interaction effect:

Data for the interaction of the applied fertilization of N + P levels and
Mn rates on the studied soybean parameters are presented in Table 3. Such
interaction significantly affected 100-seed weight, seed yield/plant, seed yield
(kgffed), protein and oils percentages.

Application of N + P fertilization at a rate of 60 kg N + 30 kg P,Os/fed
combined with Mn at a rate of 5.0 kgffed recorded the maximum highest
values of the studied characters of soybean in the two growing seasons.
Similar results for the effect of N + P with Mn (as foliar application) were
recorded by Soliman and Farah (1985} and Sharief (1893).

It can be conciuded that fo obtain higher 100-seed weight, seed
yield/piant, protein and ol percentages and seed yieldffed under the
circumstance of these experiments, would recommended to fertilize scybean
with 80 kg N + 30 kg P,0s/fed with sail application of 5.0 kg/fed Mn (Mn-
EDTA-15 % Mn).

Table 3: The interaction effect of N + P fertilization levels and
manganese rates on some of the signlficantly affected
parameters of soybean during the two seasons.

Fertilization Seed ( Seed W 1 1

treatments ;‘vg:hete{;) yield | yield Protein % Oil %
’L(kg!fed) | {gfplaﬂ (kg/fed)
[N+P | Mn | 1996 | 1997 | 1996 ‘ 1997 | 1996 | 1997 | 1997
0 [17.65 1530 [ 1585 [875.0 [33.95 | 36.00 | 20.10
N oo+ [25 [17.80 [ 15.35 | 16.05 1917.5 [ 34.10 | 36.40 | 20.25
| po 5.0 [1763 [ 1540 [ 1645 [930.0 [34.20 | 36.45 | 19_9:;_1
7.5 |[17.45 (1518 [1595 |8975 [33.95 3600 | 19.80 |
10.0 | 17.35 | 15.25 | 15.85 | 850.0 | 33.85 | 35.85 | 19.90 |
0 [1825[1643 [16.80 [ 1150.0 | 36.75 | 39.55 | 18.45 |
25 (1868 [ 1665 [ 1725 [1242.0 |37.35 [ 40.35 | 18.85
a? 5.0 [18.83 [16.70 [17.55 | 13300 | 3755 [4055 | 19.00 |
7.5 11840 [ 1640 [ 17.35 [12525 [36.95 [ 4030 | 18.75
10.0 | 18.23 | 16.30 | 17.10 11975 | 36.85 | 39.90 | 18.45
|0 [18.65 [ 1763 | 1845 [1290.0 | 40.05 | 42.50 | 18.15 |
N0+ |25 (1920 [ 17.95 | 18.85 1425.0 [41.15 [42.95 | 18.50
pao |50 [19.88 1825 [19.40 1590.0 | 41.50 | 43.35 | 19.70
7.5 11845 [17.18 [ 1895 14625 [40.75 | 42.70 | 18.55
10.0 | 18.03 [ 17.53 | 1860 | 1430.0 [40.55 | 37.40 [ 18.25
{LSD.at5% [029 [024 |0.13 [ 706 022 | 214 1027
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