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ABSTRACT

This work was carried out to study the physical and chemical properties
of ostrich and hen eggs. The average weight of the ostrich egg was found to
be 1495 gms, whereas for hen egg it was 60.70 gms. The specific gravity
were 1.096 and 1.081 gm/cm? and egg shape coefficient were 81 and 77.84
for ostrich and hen eggs, respectively. The egg component percentages
were:19.95 % and 10.28 % for shell; 56.39 % and 65.03 % for albumen;
22.98 % and 23.13 % for yolk in ostrich and hen eggs, respectively. It is
evident that, ostrich egg has greater shell thickness and lower aloumen when
compared with that of hen egg.

The chemical properties showed similarity in moisture content in both
eggs, but showed slight difference in their crude protein content. The egg yolk
showed total lipids as 64.70 % for ostrich and 65.45 % for hen. The ash
content was relatively higher (6.2%) in ostrich than that of hen (4.86%).
Mineral contents Na, Ca and Zn was higher in ostrich and whereas, K, Fe,
and Cu was higher in hen eggs. However, Na and K were the predominant
minerals in the white aloumen of both ostrich and hen eggs.

Keyword: ostrich egg, hen egg, physical properties, chemical composition
and minerals.
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