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THE ECONOMICS OF PRODUCTION FOR IMPORTANT
AROMATICAL AND MEDICAL PLANTS IN BENI-SUEF
GOVERNORATE

Hodhod, H.A.%; A.R. Moustafa ?and M.B. E. Asar?

1 Agric. Economic Dept. Fac. of Agric, Mansoura University
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In fact, the agricultural sector constitutes an important part of the
Egyptian economy as it represented about 52.2% of national income during the
period from (1991-1995) and about 11.9% of the total exports during the period from
(1992-1996).
in addition , medical and aromatic are considered to be an important source for raw
materials for allot of industries especially pharmaceuticals and cosmetics . these
plants also regarded as an important source for based currency as they constituted
about 7.6% of agricultural exports from (1980-1996).

However, it was noticed that there is fluctuation in the areas planted
with these plants, which caused fluctuation both in the exports amounts and prices.
This fluctuation results in the loss of some international markets especially in the
years during which production decreases to an extent less than requires of these
markets. So, this study is intended to evaluate the recent position of producing most
important kinds of these plants acre , by discussing the planted area , productive ,
total production and costs function . the study show that the function production of
medical and aromatic plants in Beni Suef - as study’s sample - shows the production
of half of farmers is confined to the economic stage while the other half is still
producing in the first stage of the production morale , the study of costs function
show that most of the producers of these plants (in sample) are still less than ideal
quantity of production .

The study pointed out some of problems which face exporting such plants ,
such as:-
- Fluctuation of the planted area of these plants which results in fluctuation in
production and exposition .
- Planting some of these crops in areas unsuitable for them .
- Lack of sufficient and continuous information about request and purpose al definite .

Recommendations of the study :-

- The necessary of investigating the causes of expanding the planted areas of the
Aromatic plants ; another these causes are attaches to the income of the farm
or capable of increasing the production of mint and wormwood crops such hat
these crops reach the level which increases the income of the farm of them
under the existing prices .

-Helding conferences and training for the workers in this field and training them to
deal with plants before and after the harvest .

Creating new types that is characterized by a high produc
tion rate .

- Defining guarantee prices by the government which should be announced before
the season of production by all means this results in encouraging the producers
to go on in the process of production and at the same time forbids the big
traders from controlling the marketing process .

- Increasing the productive awareness of farmers by giving them information about
the type of land which suits the planting of such crops and the scriptable climate
which enhances the qualities of products.
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