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Evaluating the extent of the use of compound feed among livestock Farmers in the

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Al-Mutairi, M. H. 1; K. H. Al-Zahrani 1and H. S. Kassem %2

! Dept. of Agric. Extension and Rural Society, College of Food and Agriculture Sciences, King Saud University
2Dept. of Agric. Extension and Rural Society, Faculty of Agriculture, Mansoura University

ABSTRACT

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is one of the countries most interested in livestock production projects to cover its animal product
needs. This study aimed to evaluate the adoption of compound feed among livestock farmers. The universe included 108,901 livestock
farmers, according to the Ministry of Environment, Water, and Agriculture list. E-questionnaire was used to collect data from all livestock
farmers registered in the Ministry of Environment, Water, and Agriculture databases. Four hundred and forty-four responses were obtained
after two months of sending the questionnaires. The results showed that livestock farming was the main source of income with a percentage
of (83%) with a monthly income of less than 5000 Saudi riyals (75.2%). Most of the respondents own sheep (82.2%), and 16% of the
livestock is located in the Riyadh region. The livestock is raised in the Badia by (59.5%) of the respondents. The main purpose of the
livestock production was for commercial uses (38%). Fifty-two percent of the livestock farmers surveyed do not use the compound feed
in feeding their livestock, but 34.3% are willing to use compound feed. The most common health problem with the use of compound feeds
was changes in the color of the meat. The study also revealed that there was a significant relationship between the adoption of compound
feed and the variables of livestock production as a main source of income, camel production and membership in livestock cooperatives.

Keywords: livestock Farmers, compound feed, feeding system, fodder, production.
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