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Enhancement of Social and Economic Role of Women in Sustainable Development in
New Communities (Field Study in the EI Wadi El Gedid Governorate)

Abd El-Hamid, M. A. 1.1 and Doaa S. M. Morsy?

1Social Studies Department, Socio — Economic Studies Division, Desert Research Center. .
2Regional and Research Department, Agricultural Economic Res. Institute, Agriculture Research Center

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to determine the demographic, social and economic features of rural women in the research area, the nature of their
economic and social roles, the most important factors of these roles, the impact of these factors on women’s roles, and the most important
obstacles facing the enhancement of their roles. The random sample involved 341 women. Data were collected using a questionnaire by personal
interview from Al-Lewa Sobeih Village, as it is the largest rural village with females. Frequency, Percentages, arithmetic mean, specificity gap
and equivalence index, correlation test and multiple regression coefficient were used as analytical and descriptive statistical methods. The results
showed that the social role level of women is low and medium, while the economic role is high and medium. The results of the correlation test
also showed a significant correlation between the social role and the following characteristics: formal education years, agricultural tenure nature,
monthly income adequacy, world External openness, information sources, family decision-sharing, achievement motivation, family cohesion
degree. The results confirmed a correlation between the economic role and the characteristics: health status, formal education years, economic
status, monthly income sources, outside world openness, family decision-sharing, information sources, and the family cohesion degree as
independent variables. The results of the multiple regression analysis showed that only five variables affected the social role level, which are:
agricultural tenure nature, formal education years, income adequacy, family cohesion degree and information sources with contribution rates of
45.1%, 10.2%, 4.8%, 1.2%, 0.9%.

Keywords: Roles — Women — Development — New Communities
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