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A Social Study of the Phenomenon of Early Marriage for Underage Girls in Siwa

Oasis
Nouran M. H. Mohamed

Department of Social Studies, Socio-economic Studies Division, Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT

The research aimed to identify some of the personal and social characteristics of the respondents in the research area, to identify
their opinion of the causes leading to early marriage for underage girls, and their knowledge of the implications of it, to determine the
relationship between them and their studied independent variables, and to determine the proportions of their relative contribution. The
research was conducted in Siwa Oasis on a sample of 376 married women in the Oasis, representing 2.25% of them, according to the
Craigsey and Morgan equation, and the data were collected using a questionnaire In the personal interview during the months of March
and May 2021, the tabular display using frequencies, percentages, mean score, Pearson's simple correlation coefficient, and multiple
gradient ascending correlational and regression analysis model was used in data analysis. The results showed that the general average of
the average degree of the respondents’ opinions about their knowledge of the causes of early marriage for underage girls in the research
area was (2.49), which falls in the high category of their knowledge of it, and that the general average of the middle degree of the
respondents’ knowledge of the effects of early marriage for underage girls in the research area was (2.38). degree which falls in the category
The results also showed a significant relationship between the degree of knowledge of the respondents about the effects of early marriage
for underage girls in the research area at the level of 0.01 with three variables: the age at the time of marriage, the number of sons and
daughters that the respondent gave birth to, and the degree of kinship between the spouses, and at the level of 0.05 with two variables: The
degree of exposure to information sources related to reproductive health, and the degree of ambition, and the results showed that there are
four independent variables that collectively contribute to explaining the total variation in degree The respondents’ knowledge of the effects
of early marriage for underage girls in the research area by 51.9%, of which 28.8% are attributed to the variable age at the time of marriage,
11.2% to the variable degree of kinship between spouses, and 3.1% to the variable degree of exposure to information sources related to
reproductive health.

Keywords: Underage marriage, Siwa Oasis, Egypt.
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