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DOMESTIC MARKETING OF SESAME CROP IN EGYPT
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ABSTRACT

Sesame is one of Egypt’s main oil crops. It is used in oil production, bakeries &
sweet shops, medical drugs, and in the production of both ordinary and sweet tahina.

This research aims to study the economics of domestic marketing of sesame
crop in Egypt during the period 1985-2003. Results of the study indicate that sesame
is best grown in newly reclaimed light, heavy, and sandy yellow soils. Moreover, the
study found that the national total consumption of sesame increased at a statistically
significant annual rate of 4.96 thousand tons, which represented about 9.08% of the
annual average consumption during the studied period. In addition, the study found
that the gap increased by 3.25 thousand tons, which represented about 8.98% of the
annual average during the same period. Results of the estimated demand function
indicate that 48% of the changes in the volume of national consumption of sesame in
Egypt can be attributed to the change in real price per ton. Another result is that the
farmer’s share in retail price declined to reach 46.31% in 2003 compared to 65% in
1986. Finally, the study found that the marketing efficiency of sesame ranged between
a minimum of 27.65% in 1987 and a maximum of 46.53% in 1986.

Based on such results, the research recommends the following:
Attempting to achieve a horizontal expansion in sesame production in  new
lands, since it is best grown in newly reclaimed lands. Moreover, vertical
expansion should be enhanced through the adoption of new high yielding,
disease fighting varieties that can resist decay and root rotting diseases that
caused fluctuations in productivity during recent years.
Devoting more attention to the marketing process to reduce the percent of
loss, which is more than 8%, so as to benefit from most of the harvested crop.
Reducing the marketing costs, which exceeded the production costs in
most of the studied years without proper justification, in order to realize the
best possible marketing efficiency .
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