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A STUDY ON PRIORITIES OF TRAINING NEEDS IN THE
FIELD OF INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT AMONG
EXTENSION AGENTS AT DAKAHALIA GOVERNORATE

Kassem, H.S.M.
Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology Dept., Faculty of
Agriculture, Mansoura University

ABSTRACT

The current study aimed mainly to identify the training needs priorities of
village extension agents .The study was carried in all administrative
districts at Dakahalia Governorate.

A tool to assess extension agents' training needs related to integrated pest
management practices on the basis of competencies and importance
was designed and administrated to a sample of 202 extension agents
who attended the weekly meeting which had been held in the sub-
directorates in all administrative districts at the time of data collection.

Data were collected by using personal interview questionnaire during the
period from September to October 2006 , Frequencies, percentages,
range, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, and reliability coefficient
were used to analyze data statistically.

The main findings of the study indicated that:

1- Mare than half of the sample (51.5%) had low levels of integrated pest
management knowledge.

2- Most studied integrated pest management practices (75%) were
considered to be very important from extension agents' point of view.

3- Weighted discrepancy scores indicated that the five highest ranked training
needs were differentiating fungalf/viral/bacterial diseases, field pest
sampling procedures, choose the correct pesticides, knowledge of
chemical /agncultural/biological pest control options, and assess
degree of damage.

4- Also, comparing training needs of those with under average and over
average integrated pest management knowledge reveals important
differences for designing in-service training programs.
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