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An Economic Study of the Reality of Intra-Arab Agricultural Trade in Light of
Regional Changes.

El Shishiny, A. S. M. and E. M. Shaban
Faculty of Agriculture, Cairo, Al-Azhar University.

ABSTRACT

Trade exchange among Arab countries is considered one of the main entry points to achieve economic coordination and
cooperation among them, and to promote economic development through the freedom and flow of trade among Arab countries, To
identify the structure of Arab agricultural trade and export opportunities, study the efficiency of Arab agricultural trade, as well as study
the impact of regional variables on intra-agricultural trade, The study reached the following results: 1- Saudi Arabia and the UAE are the
most important countries contributing to inter-Arab agricultural trade in the Arab world by 38%, The UAE exports 47% of its exports
outside the Arab world, and receives 86% of its imports from outside the Arab world, and in coordination and attention in the field of
agricultural export and import, these trade opportunities can return within the Arab world. 2- There is a deficit in all food groups, and
there are five food groups, the proportion of exports covered by the total import expenses in the Arab world less than 50%, namely
groups of sugar, oils, pulses, cereals and meat with a coverage rate of about 32,4%, 30%, 24,4%, 4,57% 4,49%, There are three food
groups that exceeded the percentage of total import expenses in the Arab world by more than 50%, namely vegetables, fish and fruits
with coverage of about 89,6%, 62,6% and 54,2%, There is a group of dairy products in which the total exports cover the total imports by
about 107%.3-The tendency for Arab agricultural importation is higher than the Arab agricultural export tendency, where the average
tendency of agricultural importation is about 4,4%, in which the adoption and economic dependency in providing the needs of Arab
societies and the exhaustion of a significant part of the income of Arab countries, while the average tendency for agricultural export
About 1,55%, which is considered to be a low contribution to the GDP, in order to achieve a balance in the Arab agricultural trade
balance, the value of exports must be increased on the one hand and the growth rates of exports increase by more than the growth rates of
imports. 4- With regard to the impact of the implementation of the Greater Arab Free Trade Agreement on the Arab countries, the
percentage of intra-regional trade improved in the period of implementation of the agreement in the total trade in the Arab world,
reaching 2,03% in the period of implementation of the agreement, while it reached about 1,55% in the period prior to the implementation
of the agreement. 5- The impact of intra-regional exports was greater than that of imports and trade improved in the Arab world, As for
the impact of political developments in the Arab region, the percentage of intra-Arab trade in Arab trade improved and had a positive
impact on intra-Arab trade, reaching 2,03% of the total trade in the Arab world before the political developments occurred, while it
reached about 0,75% after the developments occurred, Trade also improved at the level of Arab countries.



