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THE IMPACT WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION IN SOME
IMPORTER OF FOODSTUFF IN ARAB COUNTRIES

El Kholany, M. M.
Agriculture Economic Research Institute,A.R.C

ABSTRACT

The world is witnessing today changes in the global economic system, which
have been manifested in the form of regional blocks attributed with political and
economic

Targets in view of limiting the impacts of the GATT agreement.

In this respect agriculture and foodstuff commodities may be considered the
most sensitive to the world market impact, especially after the liberalization of world
trade which has lately lead to an increase in world pries.
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And the problems confronting the Arab country within the agricultural field are
focused upon self-sufficiency, the structural unbalance in the Arabian agricultural
economic entities, in addition to the terms governing international commercial

Exchange with the advanced or the commonwealth countries.

The research problem has been exemplified in the fact that the Arab nation
suffers from an increase gab in the foodstuffs supply/demand ratio due to the
decreased agricultural productivity and production norms as a result of the faltering
and disarray of such agricultural productivity and production within each of these
states.

And whereas the Arab nation is considered a net importer of foodstuffs, it will
consequently be influenced on imports, consumption, production a self-suffieny
norms.

The study has aimed at an attempt to recognize the impact of liberalizing world
trade upon some agro-food commodity groups through the composition of a simple
contemporary model comparison the study variables and utilizing the three stage least
square in order to obtain the analytical results.

It was consequently found that the self-sufficiency ratio for the Arab nation in
some agro-food commodity groups reached about 59.43% for the cereals group,
72.09% for the pulses group, 98.69% for the vegetables group, 97.13% for the fruits
group, 6.14% for the sugar group, 45.68% for the vegetable oils group and 84.44% for
the meats group.

Manifested in this respect is the influence cast upon the quantity produced by
the quantity consumed for each of the all group, in addition to the per capita share of
the agricultural produce for the pulses group, and the influence set upon the quantity
of imports by the quantity produced and the quantity consumed for all groups, besides
the self-sufficiency ratio in the meats group, and the influence on the quantity
consumed by the quantity produced for all the cereals, pulses, fruits and vegetable
oils group, and the quantity produced and the per capita share of the total produce for
all vegetables and meats group
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