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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was to investigate the role of agricultural
extension in the production and exporting of ornamental plants in Giza Governorate
through identifying the most important ornamental plants grown in the nurseries of
Giza Governorate, the production and exporting problems facing their growers and the
potential role of agricultural extension in resolving these problems. The study covered
a random sample of 70 nurseries of growing ornamental plants in 4 Districts of Giza
Governorate. This sample represents around 17% of the total number of ornamental
plants’ nurseries in Giza Governorate. Data was collected, through personal
interviews with respondents responsible for operating the nurseries, by using a
questionnaire designed and protested for achieving the study objectives.
Percentages, frequencies, average means and standard deviations were used for
data presentation and analysis.

The most important results of the study could be summarized as follows:

1 - The most important ornamental plants grown inside the nurseries were: Outdoor
plants: pelgaronium, Ficus, Bougainvillea, Cuperessus macrocarpa, Hbiscus-
rosa. Indoor plants: Potus, Sangonyum, Scheffileria, Diffenbahia, Draceana,
Yucca.

2 — Problems facing nurseries’ operators, in growing ornamental plants were: - High
prices of production requirements,

- The death of some ficus trees after removal from the soil,
- Low germination of cycas seeds.
3 — The roles of agricultural extension in resolving these problems, from the
respondents’ points of view, were as follows:
- Providing production requirements on reasonable prices,
- Preparing technical pamphlets about ficus trees,
- Preparing technical pamphlets about cycas trees.
4 - Problems facing ornamental plants’ exporters were:
- Lack of credible sources of information concerning foreign markets,
- High prices of transportation,
- High prices of pre-cooling
- Too paper work, managerial complications, and permissions needed for
exporting ornamental plants.

5- The role of agricultural extension in resolving these problems, from the
respondents’ points of view, were as follows:

- Providing ornamental plants’ exporters with timely and credible information
about foreign markets,

- Trying to making deals with transportation agencies to decrease transportation
costs,

- Activating the role of extension in facilitating exporting permissions.

The ornamental plants’ extension worker must have the following qualifications and

capabilities:

- University agricultural degree,

- Sufficient experiences in the area of ornamental plants’ pest control,

- Sufficient knowledge in the area of ornamental plants’ innovations,

- Access to computer and the internet.
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