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DEVELOPMENT NEEDS AND CULTURAL ASPECTS
ASSOCIATED WITH BEDOUINS OF EAST AND CENTRAL
SINAI

Yousry, Hala A.

Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT

The study aims to identify the needs of the Bedouin population in
Central Sinai. These needs are related to food, education and health, on one
hand or to the social and economic status, on the other hand. The second
objective of the study is to identify the life's priorities from the Sinai
population's point of view, as well as to classify the most important and
relevant suggestions that could be implemented in order to satisfy these
needs. The third study goal is to highlight the cultural issues associated with
various development needs in the study area.

Participatory Rapid Appraisal (PRA) is the descriptive study used as a
methodology, and collecting data took place through a group interview using
the 'Checklist' method. Plenty of information, observations, interpretations
and opinions from the side of the respondents were recorded and
documented by the assistants of the interviewer.

The study sample consisted of 112 individual from El Hasanna, Nekhel
and Rafah. Forty-seven of them were women and sixty-five were men.

The main findings are as follows: Women are in big need of red meat,
poultry or fish. That need constitutes 76.6%. The remaining 23.4% are
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divided into the need of flour, vegetables and fruits, rice and oils and fats.
Men are in need of red meat, poultry and fish to a degree of 100%. They are
also in need of flour, dairy products, vegetables and fruits.

No problems occurred concerning the school buildings, however it was
figured out that the teachers and the administrators' staff are either frequently
absent or unqualified and with remarkably low capabilities. It has been
recognized from 92.3% of men and 93.6% of women that there is a huge
deficiency in the amount of teachers. A sum of 83.1% of men and 78.7% of
women believed that the number of teachers is inadequate.

A sum of 41.5% of men and 36.2% of women believed that hospitals
exist, while 41.5% of men and 91.5% of women claimed that the amount of
hospitals are not sufficient. A sum of 100% of men and women addressed the
fact of not having a female doctor as a problem. Also, 74.5% of women
complained about the lack of midwives, especially that in some health
institutions of the study area there is an absence of a large cadre of human
doctors.

With regard to the economic needs, 100% of the men recognized that
there is no financial assistance, lack of job opportunities, lack of in-kind
assistance and small projects. They receive no job trainings and they have no
markets to buy life's necessities.
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