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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF MAJOR EGYPTIAN
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES EXPORTS
COMPETITIVENESS IN THE ITALIAN MARKET

Abdel Moneim, Asmaa S.
Agricultural Economic Research institute

ABSTRACT

The study aimed at identifying the competitive situation of the most important
Egyptian exports of agricultural commodities to the Italian market. To fulfill main goals,
some qualitative and quantitative methods were applied to achieve this purpose i.e.
market penetration model and the competitive model.

However, the results showed that the average share of the monetary value of
Egypt's exports to the European Union for the period (2005-2007) reached about
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26.5%. On the other hand, the monetary value of agricultural exports to Italy reached
about 25.8% of the value of agricultural exports from the European. Nevertheless, the
monetary value of agricultural imports from the European Union is estimated about
10%. Moreover, the monetary value of agricultural imports from lItaly reached about
4.9%. Besides, the results indicated the importance of the Italian market for Egyptian
exports i.e. fresh potatoes, fresh tomatoes, fresh onions, fresh garlic, fresh beans,
fresh oranges, fresh grapes and fresh strawberries during the period (2005 - 2007).
Moreover, the results showed the increasing market share of exports of the most
important Egyptian agricultural commodities to the Italian market for fresh grapes for
green bean ,fresh potatoes , fresh onion, fresh or ange,fresh garlic, fresh strawberry,
reached about 16.8%, 15% ,13%, 6.7% , 4.2%, 2.6%, 2.3%.besides the decline in
market share of fresh tomato to reach about 0.3% during the period (2005 - 2007).

On the other hand, the results showed high market penetration index of the majority of
agricultural commodities in the Italian market during the period (2005 - 2007). This
index reached its maximum value for garlic, potatoes, strawberries, fresh orange,
green beans and onion reaching about %0.55, %0.26 ,% 0.28, %0.21, % 0.12, and %,
respectively, indicating the possibility of increasing Egyptian agricultural exports to the
Italian market.

However, the results showed that Egypt's most important competitive
countries in agricultural exports to the Italian market of potato are France,
Netherlands, respectively. As for exports of fresh tomatoes, Egypt's most important
competitive countries in the Italian market are Netherlands, Spain, France, Morocco
and Germany. As for exports of fresh onions, Egypt's most important competitive
countries to the Italian market are France, Netherlands, Germany and Austria. As for
exports of fresh garlic, Egypt's most important competitive countries to the Italian
market are Spain, China, France, and Argentina. However, France is Egypt's most
important competitive country in the Italian market of fresh beans whereas; Egypt’s
most important competitive countries to the Italian market for fresh oranges. However,
Spain, Chile and Netherlands are Egypt’s most important competitive countries in the
Italian market of fresh grapes. As for exports of fresh strawberries, Egypt’s most
important competitive countries to the Italian market are Spain, France, Germany and
Netherlands.

Besides, the results indicated an increase in the value index of price
competitiveness of Egyptian agricultural commodities in the Italian market during the
period (2005-2007) since this index reached 1 % for fresh beans, fresh oranges, fresh
grapes about 0.6%. In addition, the results indicated a decrease in the competitive
advantage of Egypt's exports to the Italian market Of fresh tomatoes, fresh garlic, fresh
onions and fresh potatoes.

Hence, the study recommends the need for more efforts to be made to
maintain the competitive advantage enjoyed by Egypt’s exports of fresh beans, fresh
oranges, and fresh grapes to the Italian market. Besides, lowering the prices of
Egypt's exports in the Italian market of fresh strawberries, fresh garlic, fresh tomatoes,
fresh onions, fresh potatoes by means of reducing the costs of production and
marketing for these commodities to improve their competitiveness and increase their
market share in Italy.
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